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ated for the Author aud Sold by & Rnaplrel, Ache 
Head in St. Paul's Ge 7, fore, and . 


REVERENDISSIMO 


In Cuaisro PAT RI. 
4 Et Domino Do 


GOLIELMO, 


Providentil Divina, 


Archiepiſcopo Eboracenſi, 


ANGLIA PRIMATI, 
Et METRO POLITANO 


Et Sereniſſimo ac 
Potentiſſimo PRINCIPT, 


R EI 
Magne Britanniæ, Franciee, & Hiberms, 
= TT Xx 
E Secretioribus Conſilis 

D. D. D. 


cum ſumma Reverentia, 
Humilimus & Devotiſſimus 


S ERV US 


| ? 


* * 'R everendo. MAdmodum .. 


In CnxisTo PATRI, . 


Domino Duo 


FoOHANNL 


| Providentia Divind, 
| Epiſcopo Londinenſi, 
D. D. D. 


Cum ſumm4 Reverentig, 
Humilimus & Devotiſſimus 


0 . 


Reverendo Admodum 


In CHRISTO PATRI1, 


Ac Domino Duo 


OLIELMO, 


Provident Diving, 


Epiſcopo Elieuſi. 


D. D. D. 
 Hamilimus, & 
Obedientitſunus 
8 SERVUS. 
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Providentia Divina, 


Norvici Epiſcopo, | 


| . Sereniſſimo ac 
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Potentiſſimo PRINCIPI 

C E ORC I O, 
Magnæ Britanniæ, Franciæ, & Hi bernie, , | 
EE 3 / 2 5 - 
A Sacris Domeſticis, Wi 
Wan 


Cum profundiſſima Humilitate, 
Et Affectione, Obſequentiſſimus 
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, 


8 


J 


PREFA CE. 


Ss & r WENN. we 


THE 


elf, with any Apology for the Publiſbin 
10 Sermons. For if they be in — 
meaſure truly ſerviceable to the End forwhich 
ey are deſign'd, to eſtabliſh Men in the Principles 
Religion, and to recommend to them, the Prattive 
it with any conſiderable Advantage, I do not 
2 what Apology is neceſſary z and if they be not 
„ 1 am ſure none can be ſufficienr. Arch-Biſhop 
illotſon's Preface. | | 
Pall chuſe rather to give a ſhort Account of the 
wing Diſcourſes, and let this Preface, I think 
preſent ſerve 1 all. 
In my Firſt Sermon, I have laid the Chriſtian Foun- 
on, and cemented it with ſuch Materials, as I 
ght neceſſary thereunto. = | 
Ve Second and Third, contain the Conditions of 
Bap. ſmal Covenant on God's Part and our own. 
be Fourth, I have Vindicated our Church in the 
ice of Infant-Baptiſm, and proved the my 
of 


| SHALL neither trouble the Reader, nor 


t. Ju tbe Fifth, on the firſt Article of the Cr 
Ve demonſtrated the Being and Attributes 

D, à priori and à poſteriori. ( Theſe I deſign, 
) willing, ſhortly to Publiſh, if the other meet 
Þ Succeſs ) In the Sixth, we prove, That Chrift 


came 


4 


11 The FREFACE. 
came to ſave AL L Alen; that He was the expect 
Meſſias; and conſequently the Truth of the Chriſtiay 

' Religion ;, That He is Truly and Properly GOD 
of one and the ſame Individual Eſſence with thy 
Father ; and therefore has the ſame Eſſential 
Attributes, wiz. Eternity, Immenſity, Sell, 
Exiſtence, as far as that is an Attribute belonging 
zo the Eſſence or Subſtance of the Father. 
Seventh is to ſhew, that Chrift is not only tru 
G O D, but as truly Man, by being conceiv'd of. 1 
Holy Ghoſt, and Born of the Blefed Virgin. TI 
Eighth is to repreſent the Sufferings, the Crucifxin 
Death and Burial of Jeſus Chriſt, and upon wu 
Account he did ſo Suffer. The Ninth and Tent 
ſhew, How he deſcended into Hell, and that H 
Roſe again the Third Day; that He after aſcent X 

up into Heaven in our Natures, and there is plats : 
at the Right Hand of GOD. The Eleventh au 
Twelfth hem, that Chriſt will come again to Full 
tbe Quick and the Dead; the Divinity and Gi 
of the Holy Ghoſt, aud the Trinity in Unity, 18 
Thirteenth contains the Footer Notions of tiff 

Church; the chief Properties of it; what it ic tobt 
Saint, and wherein their Communion does conſiſt; aui 

ment is formed concerning what Perſons areMs 
bers of the Church, and who are not. The Fourteen 
ewe, that an Offer is made in the Goſpel fi 

Forgiveneſs of Sins, and the great Mercy of Gad 

ſo doing, and in what the Sin againſt the Holy G 
conſiſts, and how far it is Irremiſſible. In the Fifteen 

is contained, a View of the Torments of the Wick <t 

and Rewards of the Righteous, in au Everlaſi 1 

State, From theſe Articles and the ſeveral Pap © 

of them, We bave made ſo many Arguments 10 Peſo; 

Holy Converſation. The Sixteenth , Eighteens frat 


tr 


- 
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2 GOD, our © Neighbour and our Selvet. The 
Twentieth is , how to obtain Ability to perform 
hat GO D requires of us, by a Form of Prayer of 
Er Lord's, on which I have made a Paraphraſe, re- 
in o119ended it to frequent Practiſe, and declared what 


TH 12/ifications are neceſſary, to make our Prayers 


ccf ful, when we approach the Throne of Grace. 


1 then we compleat this Edifice, with the Nature 
Obligations to receive frequently, and Preparati- 
n for, the Bleſſed Sacrament of the Body and Blood 
1 Chriff. | | 
nts 1/ theſe find Encouragement, we may go on to 
ew, the Nature and Guilt of Schiſin; zo defend 
7 : ur ſelves from the charge laid by the Church of 
Wome; and to prove it, againſt thoſe that Diſſent 
rom Us. And after that, beſide Miſcellaneous 
works, if GOD ſpare me, We intend to Write for 


avancd ſomewhat in lears, and find the Care o 


f doing G O O D and promoting the Gloryof GOD, 
this World, is but bort: And therefore I would 
haue us to make the beſt uſe of it we can. 
Our Redemption-draweth nigh ; and nom ts the 
ee, if ever, for Righteouſneſs and Peace to 
iss each other. G0 O D Reaſon has every honeſt: 
eart to Praiſe the LORD of HOSTS, who, 
nal Providence, without any Otpoſition, 
path Eſtabliſhed His Majeſty on the Britannick 
[ORONE, no arr . have we to fear, that our 
DUVEREIG MN will fall ſhort of any of his Prede- 
Feſſors 3 not even of our late Good QUEEN, in 
flabliſhing and Prorecking, the mot Excellent Con- 
ttution, both in Church and State. | 


TY Nineteenth, contain our whole Chriſtian Duty, 


or 
een  irine, and againſt every Sin. I now am 


CHURCHES upon me, and ſenſible our Time 


' 


iv The PREFACE. 

. Now may we, and do hope to ſee Golden Days, 
the PEACE to-be Laſting, Virtue and Roligim 
t0 Flouriſh, Trade increaſe and Riches abound, unda 
a K I NG of fuch Conſummate Wiſdom and Delibe- 
ration of Courage and Conduct, of Prety and Fuſftice; 
anda KING who is a moſt prudent. OEconomift | 
every way qualißed ro be GO DS-V ICEGERENTY 
I could gladly expatiate in this large Field; bu 

this may be a Subject proper on another Occaſion. 

T ſhall therefore only at preſent pray, That GO DB 
wou d direct His Majefty in all His Ways, and proj 
per Him in all his Good Deſigns; That He wow dan 
Him Wiſe and Faithful Councellors, Unbiaſs1 
Parliaments; And Finaily, thi" after many Tear: 
Crown Him with Everlaſting Happineſs. = 1 


And be thou, O LOR D, pleaſed to give 1 
Bleſſing to theſe weak Endeavours; that thelei 
Truths may be ſpread in the Hearts of many 
People, and be Printed in their Remembrance; 
that the Goſpel of Peace may be Preach d through 
ont the World, even among thoſe who have not 
yet heard of it; That the broken Hearted - may 

Healed and Rejoyce ; That Deliverance to the 
Captives in Sin may be given, and the Eyes of ihe 
the Blind opened to ſee and hold faſt the right Wl 
and the true way to Life Everlaſting Amen. 


SERMON 
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= Mar. r 
0 bas therefore end teach all Nu ations; | 
__— them in the Name of the 


and 0 e Kn , and f the 
Ia 4 


N the Primitive Times, when divers Adult 
= Perſons wete admitted by Baptiſm, into the 
| 1 of the Faithful, they were, during 
ſome Months, inſtra&ed in the Principles 
the Chriſtian Religion; that they might un- 
rltand what they were about to undertake ; . - 
lat thy miglit give ſatisfactory Evidence of 
Incerely performing theit Engagements ; and 
jat they might prepare themſe ves by Faſtings, 
Watchings, by Prayets;.ahd by true Repen- 
5 tance, 


T Nee Water-Baptum 
tance, for the Participation of this gre:t $1 


ment: Which, as Tertullian in his Bock 
cerning Bapt ifm teſtifies was wont more folen 


ly W re enen 4 

and Mbit ſu . wy e it 1 4 

BU fince, in theſe out Days, Infants 20 | 

are receiv d into the Church, Ir therefore une 
pable of Knowing and Undertaking, in their'oy 
Names, this Low and Covęna A is but t 
appatent, That many When gr ud live a 
die in groſs Ignorance of the Rudiments of tha 
Profeſhon : The Knowledge whereof is neceſlani 
to qualify, for Confirmation, and due;Regeptic 
of, the — An and, great Sactqment, tl 
LORD 8 neceffary to be ed ifi. 
by Raad U or Hearing the Word of God ; i 

ſecure them from being miſled into Here 
— or any dangerous Exxor; to keep then 
from commirrih heinous Crimes, eſpecially fra 
living in ſinful en and alſo \nece{Liry ton 
cover them out, of, being fallen into, the Snan 
of Satan. 

M Defign:therefore-is, with GOD Afliftancl 
to make — CATECHI TICAL Diſcourlel 
And, in order thereunto, I have choſe the Words 
the Text to begin with; which conta in a Confir 
tion of, and Addition to, the OFFICE of tit 
APOSTOLATE.; an Office, in its own Nature, oj 
the higheſt Dignity, of the greateſt Power and A 
thority, of the weightieſt Charge and Truſt, that 
ever was committed to Men, This had bes 
granted before in part, to the Twelve Diſciples 
as we find Chap. 10. Ver. 5—Theſe Twelve Jeſu 
ſent forth, &c. And now the LORD of Lite and 
Glory being riſen from the Dead, and wich ths 

ELEVEN 


ol The Naeh F Water-Baptiſm. 3 
ELEVEN (for the Tray tor Judars Bowels were 
ugomed out) who were met together upon a 
ountain in Galilee, ſaith, before his raking 


given uno ne in Heaven and in Eurtb. Go ye 
prefore, or as ye go, modbivſes, teach, that is, 
ake a!l Nations Diſciples, Aabiſdler, baprizing 
em in the Name of 1he Father, and of the Son, 
Wd of the Holy Gba. And that the Exerc 
is Honourable Function was not to be buried 
ith them, but continue in full Vigour to their 
cceſſors: is evident from Ver. 20. And lo, I am 
th you always, At Me ines, with you for 
Nor Lives, and with all your Succeffors for 
is ben unto the End of the World',' io; Tis 
IT: er 77 u, till the Conſummation of the 
ipel Age. For the Apoſtles were as ſhort-liv'd 
other Men, and therefore Criſt's Promiſe muſt 
end to their Sücceſſors, who were to endure 
WF the End of the World: And fo it is interpre- 
by * St. Chry/oſtom, Theophylact, Bega, f Gro: 
. and Dr. Hammond, &c. 8 
Since Chri therefore was with them who 
de all Things eaſy; they had no Reaſon to be 
| bung afraid 


—— —_— 


© Ou 0d) Loc ꝙ Collexeics T3 aiavG of dis ern 
Avy , c ws evi owpanm Mere ie e, pw d wor 
Iv xa. pig mls Tor afpayuadrur, ys dw 
47% 3 a H], Cube. St. Chryſ. Tom. 2. p. 
1 In. 28. | 

© Hincce manifeſtiſſimè apparet, voluiſſe Chri- 


TUs Y inavois drk SiPatar, munus illud ma- 


A 


, —-  -Soed- 


x ea ve, and bodily Parting from them, A// Power 


ile of 


m, ut Apoſtoli aliis, illi rurſum aliis, ut 


giſterii 


. 


- 


4. The Neceſſity of Watet-Bapfiini, 
| afraid of, or object againſt, the Difficulty of the 
Fas In my following Diſcourſes I beg leave 
to ew, ON 8 e 

Firſt, The Neceſſity of WATER-BAPTISM to 
Salvation, when it may regularly be receiv'd. ; 
Secondly, Which are not, and then which are; 
the Requilites to the valid Adminiſtration of it. 

Thirdly; The Conditions of this Covenant then 
Tealed, on God's Part and our own. _ 

: Firſt, I am to ſhew the Neceſſity of WATER. 
BAPTISM to Salvation, when it may regularly 
be receiv'd. From Hiſtory we find, That all Na- 
tions, whether barbarous or polite ; that all 80% 


1 


cieties, whether civil ot religious, have conſtant 
ly had ſome Cuſtoms, Rites or Ceremonies, to 
receive and enter Perſons therein. Under the Re 
ligion of the Fes, Men were admitted into Fell 
 lowſhip with God by Circumcifion. But with 
us, our Bleſſed LORD inſtituted WATER-BAFS 
TISM, to initiate into the Covenant of GRACER 
whereby, upon performing the Conditions, wal 
obtain a Federal Right to rhe moſt precious Fol 
miſes of God. That this BAPTISM. is necellanſ 
to Salvation, docs appear from the Inſtitution 
For fince the Apoſtles, and they that came aftet 

them in their Places, were commanded to bal 
tize all Nations, then the ſame Command mull 
neceſſarily bind all Nations and Perſons to bl 


c — 
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giſterii co nmendarent. Nam cum promiſſio ha 
ad conſummationem ſæculi ſe extendat, Apoſtol 
autem tamdiu victuri non eſſent, omnino bt 
N in Apoſtolorum perſona compellaſſe, I 

daun & Mat, Cap. 13. ver. 39. 0 
| BAPTI 


he ee Water fn. 
"BAPTIZED by them. And that this is to be un- 
derſtocd of WATER-BAPTISM is as plain; be- 
cauſe Water was the Matter which the Zews and 
St. Joby in admitting Proſelytes made uſe of; 


to and beſides that, the Word gie, in its prima - 
ry, native and proper Signification implies as 
re; much; and therefore, when we read that Word 
eo in the New Teſtament, it muſt be underſtood of 
en BE Water-Baptiſm, except when ſomething elſe is _ 
; joyned with it, as the Holy Ghoſt, or Fire, G 
R-B where the Senſe is evidently figurative. For 2 
ty WW farther Proof of the abſolute Neceſſity of Bap- 


tiſm with Water to Salvation; to thoſe who do, 
or may know that *tis commanded, need but 
conſider our Saviour's preceding D6Erine, with 
the Apoſtles and Primitive. Chriſtians Practice 
Re- conſequent thereupon. LOAN IS 
Fel Y * Chriſt Feſus ſaith, He that believeth and is 
vi b2prized, hail be ſaved, Mark 16. v. 16. And to 


AF N:codemus (John 3.) who acknowledged him to 
CLE be a Teacher come from God, Thar except 4 
ws lan be born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of 
Pro God : But the Ruler underſtanding our Redeem: 


Wers Words in the Literal, and not Allegoricafk 
Senſe, asks, how a Man that was grown to full 
Years cou'd be horn again? Whereupon our Lord 

anſwers him with a clear Explanation, Verily, ve? 
nul , 1 ſay unto thee, except a Man be born again 
VATER and of the SPIRIT : Except he be re- 
new'd in the Inner Man, by being BAPTIZED 
with Water, and ſanQtify'd with the Spirit, to 
enable him to perform whatſoever I command 
bim, as the indiſpenſable Conditions of Everlaſt- 
ing Happineſs, he cannot enter into the Kingdom 
of God, he cannot become my Diſciple. | 


B3 And 


— _ _ 
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e "Neceſſity of Weter-Baptiſm. 
And 17 did the Followers of Chrift teach and 
practice. St. Peter ſays to thoſe that were trou- 

led in Conſcience for crucifying the Maſſias, re 


pent and be BAPTIZED EVERT ONE of you, in 


the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the Remiffon of 


Sins, 4055 2. 38— Then they that gladly received 
bis Word — BAPTIZED, v. 41. 
Sinon the Sorcerer, and the Hearers of Philip, 


| The Eun him were BAPTIZED, Als 8. 12, 15. 


he Eunuch coming to a certain Water, ſaid, fee 
bere is Water, tobat doth binder me to be bapri- 
zed? And profeſſing to believe that ye us Chrift 
was the Son of God, they went down both into the 
WATER, both Philip and the Eunuch, and be 


BAPTIZED. bin, v 3638. Nay, Saul, tho 
les by a Voice from Heaven, was Bar. 


ED, chap. 9. 18. 
St. Peter faith concerning the Gentiles, can an 


Man forbid Water, that even theſe ſhould not 


baptized, which have alread y received the Ho 
Ghoſt as well as we? And he commanded them 1 
be BAPTIZED in the Name of the Lord, chap, 
10. v. 47, 48. The Corinthians, when they be- 
lieyed were baptized, chap. 18. 8. They that 
had received, only St. Toha's Baptiſm, were bap- 
tized in, or into tbe Name of the Lord Jeſus, 
ch. 19. 4. It is expreſly ſaid, That BAPTISM doth 
alſo now ſave u (not the purting away of the 
filth of the Fleſh, but the Anſwer of a good Con- 
ſcience towards God, by the Reſurrection of Je. 


fas Chriſt, 1 Pet. 3. 21.) Thar is as in the Days 


of Noab, eight Perſons were ſaved through the 
Water, 41 uSezTo» ; To the like Figure whereunto 


even BAPTISM by WATER, doth alſo now 
SAVE US. . BE 


The Nes of Water-Baptifi. 7 


BESIDES all tis, thi wel K who came * % 
lpoliles, have continied Preaching th is very 
RUTH to this vety D 

* Terlan blanies in fevete Tettns, as moſt 
loppiſh' Hereticks, thoſe that dented the Neceſſi-- 
y of Bapriſm with Water. + He anſwets an Ob- 
jection, Whether the Apoſtles of whoſe Silvation 
here could be no doubt, wers, baptized or no? 
Saying, that poſſibly they might, tnd' we find no 
ention of it; abd that that Farhiliarity which 
hey had with Teſus Chrift, the Gteatneſs of the 


„ait, and the Ardency of theit Charity; might 

he upply i in them the Defect of it. But there is he 
be Woubr to be made, that now Biptiſm is geceſſary 
o Mo Salvation ; and that tho' 179 1 4 Min 


; Might be ſaved by Faich in Ohe God, yet row 

ve muſt not only believe | in FJeſus rift, but 
his Faith muſt be ſealed by Baptiſm, fince Chriſt, 
das made à Law for it, and pfeſctibd the MAH. 
er; ſaying, Go and Diſcipl ple all Nations, e. 
nd this he proves alſo from the Päſſage in the 
Third Chaps of St. 700. Therefore, fays he, 
Ul Believers from that Time ever baprized with 
ater. 


p SSt. CYRIL ſays, If any one receive not 

s, Wapiiſin, tho? his Converfation were never fo |} 
Pell ordered, he ſhall not enter into the King. 
16 Nom of Heaven. This Diſcourſe, adds he, is bold, 


ut it is not mine, but Zeſus Chriſt's, who has 
4 5 * 
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* De * Ed. Froben, p. 365. cap. I. = [ 
T Cap. 12. 


55 re omnes exinde Credentes tingebantur. 
| Cat. 
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pronounced this Sentence, when he ſaid, Zxcej 
4 Man be born again, be cannot enter, &c. 
Nie exhorts them to Preparation of 
that the Pardon of their Sins, and the Grace 9 
the Holy 
on them. 
Baptiſm purifieth the Soul, delivers it fron 
Sin, and filleth it with the Grace of the Hol 
Spirit, ſays St. Chry/ſoſtom, " oY 
Another ſays, 
on without the Sicrament of Baptiſm, exceg 


Vece / 


fJ. 


of, Water-Baptiſm, 


themſelve 
Spirit might, by Baptiſm, be conferr 


hat none can obtain Salvat 


thoſe that ſhed their Blood in the Church for 7 


— 


8 


ſus Chriſt. 1 
T Hus you ſee, from our Saviour himſelf, fro 
his Apoſtles, from the Univerſal Church, Thi 
BAPTISM with WATER is neceſſary to Salvatior 
but I add, when it may regularly © be 1 
ceiv'd. For what ſhall we think of the India 
and many more poor Souls, who never heard 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Goſpel ? And what ſhall v 
1ay of Infants, departing before they were bap 
Zed ? Shall we condemn them? God forbid. 
have to do with an infinitely merciful and grad 
ous Being, who requires at our Hands neith 
Things-impoſſiþle nor ſevere : And becauſe it w 
not in the Power of theſe to be baptized, " 
have no Reaſon to think they will be everlaſtin 
Iy Miſerable, Shall we then affirm that thi 
will be ſaved? We cannot: But 
they may have ſome Share in the great Benet 
zurchaſed by the moſt preciousBlood of Gr 
For tho* none but ſuch as are BAPTIZED, ha 


et we hol 


— Q 


n 


* Fulgentius, 6 Cent. F. Tilbd. 
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Lbe Neceſſuy of Water-Baptiſm, 9 
any Title to the Goſpel. Privileges; yet GOD is 
not ſo tied up, but that HE may confer his 
boundleſs Mercies, even upon thoſe that have no 
Covenant- right thereto. To ſay, that all who 
have not explicice Knowlege of, and Belief in 
CHRIST, ſhall not be ſaved by HIM, is more 
than we have Authority for. They indeed that 
wilfully rejeft this Inſtitution, as well as thoſe 
that live in the Breach of any other of GOD's 
Commands, and dye without Repentance, ſhall 
be undoubtedly damn'd. But as for others who 
have liv'd up to the beſt Knowledge they had, we 
have better hopes of, from what St. Pau! ſays, 
Rom. 2. 12. As many. as have ſinned without Law, 
ſhall alſo periſh without Law, and as many as have 
finned in the Law, ſhall be judged by the Law. For 
the LORD of all the World will moſt cerrainly 
do Right, will Puniſh and Reward every Man 
according to their ſeveral Deſerts, 5 | 
| WE conclude then this Head, That Baptized 
Children dying before they commit actual Sin are 
undoubtedly ſaved ; bur as for others, we leave 
them to GOD's uncovenanted Mercies. I proceed 
to ſhew, 

Secondly, WHICH are not, and then which 
are, the REQUISITES to the valid Admini- 
ſtration of BAP TISM. 

1. THE Validity of Sacraments does not de- 

* pend upon the good or ill Life of the Admini- 
ſtrator. The Reaſon of this is, becauſe the 
BLESSINGS, to the Enjoyment of which Per- 
fons are then admitted, are conferr'd, through his 
Miniſtry, by a much Superior: What the Mini- 
fr does herein is not in his own Name, but by 
Commiſſion from Chriſt. St. Paul, as he teljs 

us. 


us, 1 Cor. 3. 6. planted, and Apollos thare#t, 
tut God gave the Increaſe. And therefore to 
ſuch who are grafted into the Body of Chriſt by 
evit Officers, there may be no Leſſening of the 


Divine Graces. "ung 1 
St. AUSTIN has copiouſly proved againſt the 
1 (who divided from the Church, as 
Tome do now on Prerence of more Purity;) That 
the pious-Converſation of the Prieſt is not eſſen. 
tial to the Sacrament. If indeed it was, none 
cowd-he certain, whether they were truly Baptized 
or no; becauſe it is out of their Power to know, 
whether the Office was performed by a good or a 
bad Man. For the Reaſon alledg'd, of open and 
ſcandalous Sins hindering the Effect of the Sarta- 
ments, will hold concerning the moſt ſecret 
Crimes, and inward Thoughts, which GOD 
alone certainly knows. As they are the Officers 
of Chriſt, and Stewards of his Myſteries, what: 
ever they do within their Commiſſion from him; 
as Preaching, Adminiſtring the Sacraments, is, 
and undoubtedly will be Valid, and of Benefit to 
all thoſe that are duly prepared to receive it. 
THIS weare taught by our excellent Church, 
Art. 26th. Although in the viſible Church, the 
Evil be ever mingled with the Good, and ſome- 
times the Evil have chief Authority in the Mint- 
ſtration of the Word and Sacraments; yet foraſ- 
much as they do not the ſame in their 'own 
Name, but in Chriſt's, and do Miniſter by his 
Commiſfion and Authority, we may uſe their 
Miniſtry both in hearing the Word of G OD, and 
in receiving the Sacraments. Neither is the Ef- 
fect of Chriſt's Ordinance taken away by thelt 
Wickedneſs, nor the Grace of God's Gifts ma 


— 


— 
— — ——— 
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iſhed from ſuch as by Faith, and rightly do re- 
ive the Sacraments miniſter'd unto them, which 
2 effeQtual becauſe of irs Inſtitution and Pro- 


either, | 
24%, IS the Intention of the Adminiſtrator of 


3s We Sacrament eſſential to it, for the before-going 
ar Neaſons. | * 

n. THAT would moreover cauſe Men to imagine, 
ne at the Author of their Salvation had obliged 
ed em to the Obſervance of his holy Inſtitutions, 


d yet had put it in the Power of a revengeſul 
d wicked Perſon to damn them, or at leaſt to 
eprive them of its BLESSINGS, for really his 
mn Fault. Nor. 

3, IS either Dipping or Sprinkling eſſential. 


ers the Word Sacrament ; by which we under- 
at · Wand an outward and viſible Sign, inſtituted by 
n; briſt, of an inward and ſpiritual Grace, convey- 
is, by him in a fœderal Sponfion, by the uſe of 


dme Form or Words deliverd by his Mint- 
ers. 

THE effential Parts then of a Sacrament, with a 
pard of the Perſon adminiftring, are theſe; In- 
itution, Matter, and Form. Water is the Mat» 
r in Biptiſm, and Dippiog or Sprinkling being 

t the Circumſtantials of ufing it, equally re- 
eſenting the Thing fignified, cannot be ſaid to 
 Elfential, or one more neceſſary than the other. 
prinkling, I ſay, or Waſhing the Face does 
qually repreſent the Cleanfing of the Soul from 
he Guilt and Filth of Sin; * eſpecially fince 

aſhing the whole Body is not now the Cuſtom 
febeſe Countries, as it was of the hot , 

egi- 


Wiſe, although they be miniſter'd by evil Men. 


his will be clear, by confidering what we mean 


tf 


, o — 


what Moſes did at the pigning of rhe Covena 


all the People, and they had promiſed to 48 


From the Market, or any other popular Aſſembl 


8D. 4 0 6. 2, 9, 10. 


—— 
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Regions. Indeed this very Word is often uſed! 
denote the thing we are now ſpeaking to; as f 
Blood of - Bulls and Goats SPRINKLING the U 
clean,  ſanflifieth to the Purifying of the Fle 
Heb. 9 13. Having your Hearts SPPINKLY 
from an evil Conſcience, and our Bodies waſh 
with pure Water, Heb. 10. 22, 23. And fo t 
SPRINKLING "of the Blood of Jeſus Chriſf 


7 Per. 1. 2. Which Places, probably, refer 


between God and the People, Exod. 24. 8. 
For when he hadrehearſed the Commandments 


what tne. LORD had ſaid, and to be Obedient 
he took the Blood of the Sacrifice, which was g 
pointed for this. Purpoſe, and SPRINKLED 
upon the People, and ſaid, Behold, the Blood 
the Covenant ubich the LORD hath made wi 
you concerning all theſe Words, Exod. 24. 8. 

NEITHER does Barrio neceſſarily ſignify Di 
ping, but rather Waſhing, as the Maſters of i 
(Greek Tongue ſhew from Heathen Authors; 2 
in the holy Writings it is taken more than ond 
for Ablution or Waſhing ; as St. Mark 7. 4,4 
The Phariſees, and all the Jews when they ca 


except they be waſhed, dv wh Camlicorms, eat All 
and many other things there be which they * 
received to! hold, as Cam]iowis rorugiay V Cesu x) 

x x KMVOT, the By 2 or Waſhings of 25 
and Pars and brazen els, and 1456.0 or 1d 
ther Beds, leaning on w ich they uſed to eat, 4 
now we on Tables. So St. Luke 11, 38. 1 2 


15 


— 
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Ils true, as is objected, That Jeſus was bap- 
zed by John, and the Eunuch by Philip, in the 
iver by Immerſion. But we anſwer, That 
either the bare Practice of Chriſt, or his A po- 
les, without a Precept, lays an Obligation to 
low them in that Particular. Chriſt waſhed 
Diſciples Feet before Supper, gave the 


> acrament of his Body and Blood to Twelve Men 
en ly; lying, or leaning on Beds, as I hinted their 
o bion was; yer we are not obliged to do thus: 


din the Apoſtles Days there were the Agape, or 
Wove-Feaſts; and Kiſs of Charity; and the Diſci- 
les ſold their Poſſeſſions and Goods, and laid the 
rice of them at their Feet; yet we are not bound 
d do thus, and for this plain Reaſon, becauſe 
here isno Command, I know of, to tye us. 
BESIDES, theſe were hot Climates, and Per- 
dns of Maturity were the firſt Embracers of Chri- 
ianity : But now, fince our Lot is to be more 
zmote from the Sun, ſince the Goſpel is rooted 
2 theſe Nations, and we have principally to do 


2 ith little Children; Sprinkling ſeems leſs dan- 
erous, and ſo more expedient than Dipping; 
ſpecially when we have been told, That GOD 


1111 have Mercy rather than Sacrifice. 

AND not only ſo, but we find this to ha ve 
een in Practice among the Ancients. For Ter- 
ullian ſays, That Baptiſm was ſometimes per- 
ormed by SPRINKLING, and calls it the 
PRINKLING of Water. Bapriſmus per Aſper- 
inem nonnunquam fiebat, De Pen. p. 167, 34. 
I. 174. p. 37. Unam Aſperginem Aguæ Baptiſmus, 
Us Pan. St. Cyprian, Ep. 76. en 


; AND 
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AND thus muſt we imagine the Clinicks, or Pe 
ſons Biptized in deep Sickneſs, as in ſome Ag 
was in uſe, to have been SPRINKLED. "I 

WE now thus conclude this Point, That wh 
was leſt indifferent by Chriſt and his Apoſtle 
may ſurely be held ſo by the Church; that fine 
neither Dipping or Sprinkling is eſſential to thi 
Alminiſtration of this Sacrament, they may b 
uſed ind ifferently, according to Time and Place 
as to the Governours of the Church ſhall ſeen 
moſt. proper. But then, 


q4#bly, THE Authority of the Perſon Adminili 


ſtring is requiſite, in the nature of the thing 
its Validity. The Ad miniſtration of the Se 
ments ſeems to be the higheſt part of the Min 
ſterial Office, which is: not to be intruſted tt 


others, as the Apoſtle gives in Charge; without 


due Examination; Lay Hands, ſays he, ſuddeh 
ly. on no Man, to Timothy, Bithop of Epbeſui, 
1 Ep. Chap: 5. Ver. 22. 
NO Perſon, howſoever qualified, howſoevet 
gifted, "ought to take upon bim an Office depend 
ing upon the Grant of another, without his Com 
miſſion and. Authority: That wou'd'be a very high 
Contempt of the Government under which he lived, 
and of GOD alſo, from whom all Power is de. 
rived. And if it be ſo in Matters of a civil Ni- 
ture, how much more contumacious muſt it be, 
for any one to take upon him the Office of pub 
lick Teaching, and of Adminiſtring the Saen. 
ments, without being lawfully called, and 
ſent in ſuch wiſe as Jeſus Chriſt hath appointed. 


HOW can Men Preach, ſays St. Paul, eure 


they be ſent? He himſelf, tho called by Chriſt 


from Heaven, to bear his Name before thi On 
mites; 


ile 
Was 
bh, 

his 
F . 
0 | 


Ie Vece 11 VV Aker. apt 1. 15 
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4 iles'y yet took not on him that Office, till be 


vas Ordained by the Apoſtles, and then was num- 
bered-with them, A, 13. 3. No Man taketb 
his Honour unto bimſelf,but he that is called of.God, 

was Aaron. So alſo Chiiſt glorified not himſelf 
o be made an High-Prieſt, but he that ſaid unto 
jim, Thou art my Son, to day have 1 begotten 
ce, Heb. 5. 4, 5. | 


P 
Fe 


on ; he hath appointed ſome to bear Rule, and 
thers to be Ruled. Chriſt ſent, his Apoſt les, as: 
Jie Father had ſent him, John 20. 21. As 
erefore he had Power to ſend others for the 
overnment of, and Miniſtry in his CHURCH: 
o he likewiſe; empowered them to do the ſame; 
lling them, That he would, by his Aſſiſtance, 
> with them to the end of the World. And 
erefore, by the way, we may obſerve, that 
ere can be no Neceſſity pleaded for Men's ta- 
ing this great Truſt and Digni.y on them irtegu- 
my. Accbrdingly the Apoltles, as they went 
lanting Churches, appointed Succeſſors in the 
overning and Miniſterial Office; and ga ve di- 
ers Directions relating to their Conduct, as ap- 
Ars throughout the Epiſtles to Timothy and 
tus, Bilbop of Crete, 2 Tim. 1, 13. 2, 2. 
Iim, 2. 1, 2, 3. Chap. 3. 1, 2, 3. Tit. 
F,—-AC, | | f 
SINCE now Chriſt has left in his Church an 
der of Men to govern, and to appoinr others 
ſerve him in holy things, it muſt be highly 
riminal for any Perſon whatever to take this 
don him, before he be ſent by Epiſcopal Ordi- 
tion, or laying on of Hands by the Biſhop, the 
cellors of tae Apoſtles. This, I think is 2wn- 
| ed 


' GOD is the God of Order, and not of Confa- | 


* 
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ed by all but thoſe that ſeparate from our Con 
munion. Vid, Art. 23. | 

BUT the Queſtion is, Whether, if they do 
take upon them (tho they ought not) to Adm; 
niſter the Sacraments; they be valid. The Pa 
trons for the Affirmative ſay, Fier: non debet. 
faltum.valet ; That it ought not to be done, but 

when it is done tis valic. 

WITH submiſſion, I only ſay; Forafutabdy] as 
the Validity of Sacraments depend upon the Rati 
fication of God; we cannot affirm they are valid, 

or invalid, any farther than He by his Word bath 
been pleaſed to inftru& us. And becauſe he hu 
not, that we know of, ſaid he wou'd, or wou 
not confirm, what was thus illegall done, there 
fore neither ſhould we pofitively aſſert either the 
one or the other. Whether then Sacraments will 
be valid in this reſpect, tho Adminiſter'd by 
Laymen, does not come within the Compaſs o 
the Queſtion, by reaſon nothing can be define 
certain therein, . Let us then confider them in tht 
Nature of the Thing: 
NOW we know that no Covenants, where Pei 
ſons are admitted to Privileges, are, in their om 
Nature, valid, but ſuch as are made by Perſon 
having Authority. "MF * 

F a Prince, - being to make Peace with a Fol 
reign Nation, or to ſtop up, and heal ſome Breach: 
es, to compoſe: Differences, amicably to ſertk 
Trade and .Commerce, gives full Power and Au 
thority to Embaſſadors choſen to tranſact aboul 
that Affair, and doth promiſe to confirm -tht 
Terms they make, then, what they do wou'd bs 
valid. But if other Perſons ſhou'd thruſt them 


ſelves into this Office, pretend ing 0 be fo” | 
the 
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jeir Prince; yer he will be ſo far from being 
bliged ro ratify what they had done, that he 
Fill rather puniſh them for Uſurping an Authori- 
ity that was never committed ro them, ALL that 
hey had done wou'd be NULL. | 
THUS it is in the Covenant of Biptiſm; Chriſt 
las ſent his Embaſſadors into all the World, to re- 
oncile Men to God, to make Peace between them * 


pon ſuch and ſuch Conditions; promiſing to 
ti. rake good what they ſhall do according to his 
id Orders. And therefore the Covenants which 
ü hey ſeal by this Baptiſmal Ordinance are valid. 


ut if any other Perſons, how great ſoever their 
bilities be, and whatever inward Calls they may 
rretend, ſhou'd go about to make Peace between 
OD and his People, declaring the Conditions, 
nd ſealing the Covenant; yet becauſe they had 
d Authority, what they did, wou'd in its own 
Nature be Invalid. And our LORD Chriſt wou'd 
e {o far from being ſerved thereby, that he wou'd 
ather chaſtiſe them for being Diſturbers af the 
Wrder he had ſer over them; as God we know 
ve rely did to Corah and his Company, Num- 
ers 16th, It is objected, That under the Old 
Feſtament Zipporab the Wife of Moſes Circumci- 
Wd her Child in a Caſe of Extremity, Exod. 4. 25. 
o this we eafily anſwer, That no Perſons above 
hers were deligated to thar Office, and only 
2qQuired that the thing be done. It is alſo ſaid, 
at the Primitive Fathers held the Validity of 
ay-Baptiſm. But doth it follow that it was 
alid, becauſe ſome of then held it ſo? No cer- 


d be inly. In Matters of Hiſtory, and the Practice 
xo! the Church their Authority is to be depended 
t n; When as in theſe Caſes their Aſſertions are no 


C farther 
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' farther ro be eſteemed true, than they are confen; 
taneous with Scripture or Reaſon. They held 
the abſolute Neceffiry of Baptiſm ro ALL, and 
upon thar a promiſcuous Liberty was tolerated, 
of Baptizing to either Clergy or Laity in great 
Neceſſity. Bur their Reaſon for Lay-bapriſm 
was very weak and incluſive, vis. That what 
they received they might give. As if becauſ 
they had received Baptiſm, they had therefore 
an Authority of granting it to others. Which 
is no morea Conſequence, than becauſe a Perſon 
is admitted a Member of a College or Corport- 
tion, or any other Society, therefore he may at 
mit others into the fame. 
T ls may be farther illuſtrated from St. Jobs 
Chap. 1. 25. Where the Jeue having ſent to et 
quire who John was, and he denying that I 
was the Chriſt, or Elias, or that Prophet whon 
they expected; ask him, WHY BAPTIZESI 
THOU hen ? which ſeems to import, that thq 
thought at that very time, before the Inſtitutia 
of Chriſtian Baptiſm, that none ought to Bap 
tize but ſuch as had received Commiſſion ſo 1 
do. And when our Deliverer was Preaching it 
the Temple, they, the Chief Prieſts ask, H 
what Authority doſt thou theſe things * And wil 
gave thee this Authority * St. Mat. 21. 2þ 
Oh! therefore let all thoſe who remain in & 
paration from us, ſeriouſly conſider, that 
os Miniſterial Acts are in Oppoſition to tha 
rder which Chriſt has ſet over them; that thg 


are in their own Nature VOID. | 


Of 
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1088 OH ! let them lay to Heart, for their own Eter- 
Ai Good, that having no Authority derived by 
2d, Wucceſſion from Chriſt, they have no true Sacra- 


Wents, and therefore can be no true Chriſtians, 
in have no Memberſhip in Chriſt's Body the 
hurch, no Communication of the Bleſſings flow- . 
g from him their Head ; no Title to the Goſpel 
ivileges, and to the Kingdom of Heaven, but 
uſt be left wholly ro GOD's uncovenanted 
ercies. That it is requiſite for this Sacra- 
ent to be Adminiſterd with Water, which 
the Matter of it, I have already proved. 
AND it muſt alſo be with this Form, in, or 
o the Name of the Trinity, the Father, the 
n, and the Holy Ghoſt ; which is the expreſs 
itution, and fo needs no words more about 
hence the Baptiſms performed by Hereticks, 
t in this form, have always been accounted invalid. 
US tedious I have been in dipping into 
ſe Controverſies, but «I hope not unprofitable 
your Souls; becauſe they are DoQtrines of 
greateſt Moment, and yet you know there 
many wandring Sheep, nay, ſome Flocks 
ut us that utterly deny them. 
ET us who are truly baprized, take ſpeci- 
care to perform the Conditions on our 
t, and we may be ſure GOD will make 
dd his, and Crown us with EVERLAST- 
SALVATION : Which GOD of his in- 
e Mercy grant, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt 
Lord, to whom, with the Father, and 
Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſons, but One 
D and Eſſence, be aſcribed, all Honour, 
ile, Glory, and Dominion, now and ever. 


45 
C2 SER- 


, 2% 
n & 
1 7 
that 
the 


ON 


* 
— 
# 
”2 ® 
— 
- 
4 
* 
„ 
- 
, 
— IN: > . —22— r po —— 
D n —— r r — — "en 
d. — O— — — — = 
— —— ũ ꝙM — 
: g — 7 0 D . 222 — . "” — — — — — — 


SES * 8 = — wh ad... Ka... * * Y 


SERMON II. 
he CONDITIONS of our 
BAPTISMAL COVENANT 


on God's Part. 
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22 


Mar. XXviii. 19. 


Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, 
Baptizing them im the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt. 


T HE Method I have taken to Diſcourſe 


upon theſe Words, leads me to confider 
the CONDITIONS of that Covenant, 
which at our Baptiſm we entered into, both on 
GOD's part, and our own. On HIS they may 
in general be defined, as our excellent Church in 
her excellent Catechiſm does; to be made, 

Firſt, A MEMBER of CHRIST; | 
Secondly, A CHILD of GOD ; \ 


Cy Thirdly, 
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of HEAVEN. 


what was loſt 


ar firſt created he fell; from the [mage of GOD 


| . CIILEODLTS 7 ON APE 17810 
Thirdly, An INHERITOR of the KINGDO 


"A, 


IN order to a better Underſtanding of thel; 
PRIVILEGES, it may not be amiſs to look a lit 
tle into the Nature of the Firſt Covenant, mad: 
with Adam in the State of Infiocericy, and to ſe: 
by the Breach of it. 

THE wiſe Creatck of the Univerſe, havingl 
made all things for the Accommodation and Hap 
pineſs of Man, whom he Had before defign'd nf 
give Glory, Honour and Worſhip to his RDF 
and Maker, to that End made him the moſt No- 
ble of the lower World, and to have Dominion 


\ 
over ALL; even after his own Image created bf 3 
him, a Righteous and Holy Being, Gen. 1. 26, 27. 
THEN GOD gave him a perfe& Underſtand: 
ing, a reaſonable Will, and pure Affections BW 4 
then God gave him a Law written in his Hean n 


that is, the Light of unbiaſs'd Reafon to dire 
his Goings, and to inftruct him in his whole} 
Duty; but withal he gave him a poſitive Law, 
That he ſhou'd not eat of one Tree only, the Tree 
of the Knowledee of GOOD and BVIL, planted in 
the Garden of Eden, Gen. 2. 17. enforcing the 

Obſervance of it with the Penalty of Death: Thr 
Day thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely dye. And, 
moreover, GOD gave him Ability to perform 
ALL that was required at his Hands, with a Re- 
ward annex'd of living happily for EVER. 

BUT rhro' the cratty Suggeſtions of the great 
Tempter and Deſtroyer of Mankind, our firſt Pa- 
rent did eat of the forbidden Fruit, believing and 
ſerving Satan before the LORD his GOD. And ſo 
he fell; from that glorious Eſtate in which he was 


he 


þ Covenant 5. ODS. 
he fell, from that Knowledge and Power he fell: 
hence he incurrd the Divine Pleaſure, and 
brought upon himfelf the Sentence of Condemna - 


2 ion, before threatned, DEATH : Thence the 
4 rery Earth was curſed for his fake; thence that 


Reaſon, the Prerogative of Man, which before 
„ id ſhine bright in him, became clouded with 
thick Darkneſs, and ſo he was liable every mo- 
ment to miſtake, and wandering out of the right 
SSPath: Thence his Will became irrational and 
brutiſh, his Affections diſorderly, placed upon 
mean and unworthy Objects; propenſe towards 
evil, rather than good Things; and thence his - 
W natural Strength was turned into Weakneſs. 

THIS certainly was a very great, and, init 
ſelf a moſt fatal Fall; for we, the Poſterity of 
Adam, begotten and born after his fallen Simili- 
tude, became. naturally obnoxious to the ſame 
oCALAMITIES; ſuch as the Tree is, ſuch will 
the Fruit be. Thus we loſt the divine IMAGE, 
and were born in original Sin, in Concuprſcence : 
Thus were we ſubjeted ro GOD's Wrath, to 
Pains and Diſeaſes, to Death it ſelf. Thus our 
Reaſon was eclips'd, our Wills and Affections un- 
ruly, our Imaginations Evil, and Hearts deceit- 
ful above all things, and deſperately wicked, Jer. 
17. 9. And thus a//have ſinned, and come ſhort 
of the Glory of God, Rom. 3. 23. 

BUT yet as GREAT and UNHAPPY as this 
FALL init ſelf was, we, through the tender 
Mercies of our GOD, may, if we abũſe them not, 
riſe up again, and be re-inſtated in a Capacity of 
obtaining more abundant BLESSINGS, 


C 4 FOR 


enen of o Baptiſmal 
FOR no ſooner was Man thus fallen, loſt, and 
condemn'd, bur ir pleaſed our good God, not 
out of any Merits in us, but out of his abound- 
ing GRACE, freely to make a new Covenant 
with him, in order to an eternal and better Life . 
in the higheſt Regions of Bliſs and Glory: The 
Seed of the Woman ſhall break the Serpent's Heal, 
Gen. 3. 15. That is, Chriſt (Gal. 3. 16.) ſhall 
break off and deſtroy the Dominion of the De- 
vil. 
THIS Covenant was renewed with Abraham, 
In thy Seed ſhall all the Nations of the Earth be 
bleſſed, Gen. 22. 18. And afterwards repeated 
to Iſaac and Jacob. GOD having choſen us in 
Chriſt, before the Foundation of the World, that 
we ſhould be Holy, and without blame before him 
in Love, and predeſtinated us unto the Adoption 
of Children by Feſus Chriſt to himſelf according io Wt 
the good Pleaſureof his Will, Eph. 1. 4, 5. This 
is that Teſtament which our Saviour came to learn 
us the Conditions of, and to ſeal with his moſt 
precious Blood: The firſt Privilege whereof is, 
To be made a MEMBER of CHRIST ; for &4now 
ye not that your Bodies are the Members of Chriſt * 
1 Cor. 6. 15. Members, not of his natural, but 
myſtical BODY. Chriſt came to purchaſe to 
himſelf, without any diſtinQion of Nations, a pe- 
culiar People, zealous of good Works ; whom he 
is pleaſed ro honour with the Title of his Body, 
of which be himſelf is ſaid to be the Head : He, 
i. e. Chriſt zs ihe Head of the Body of the Church, 
Colo. 1. 18. We are all therefore: ſaid to be 
baptized into this one Body, 1 Cor. 12. 12, Iz. 
For. as the natural Body is one, and bath many 
Members, and all the Members of that one Body be. 
ing 
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e many, are one Body, ſo alſo is Chriſt: For by 
e Spirit we are all baptized into one Body, be- 
ber we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond 
free, and have been all made to drink into one 
Poirit. That is, in Baptiſm being made Parta- 
kers of the ſame Spirit, we are enter'd into one 
Body, to be Fellow-members with all Chriſti- 
ans, of what quality, or ſort ſoever we are: 
And the Cup of Charity, or Thankſgiving, ap- 
pointed by Chriſt in his laſt Supper ro 'be uſed 
in his Church, is a Token, and Band of the 
ſame Unity among Chriſtians, and fignihes the 
animating of all by the ſame Spirit. Dr. Ham- 
in ond upon the Place. Now ye are the Body of 
briſt, and Members in particular, Verſe 27. 
nd as many of you as have been baptized into 
on Wriſt bave put on Chriſt. There is no Diſcrimi- 
don from any ourward Accidents, of Country, 
11s elation, or Sex; but being Members of Chriſt, 
in e are all equally accepted of GOD: St. Paul 
Ils us, That GOD has ſer Chriſt at his own. 
ght hand in the heavenly Places, And bath 
ou Wi: 41! things under bis Feet, and gave him to be 
ead over all things to the Church, which is bis B- 
ut , the fulneſs of him that filleth all in all, Eph. 
20.—22, 23. Chap. 4. 15. Now therefore 
> are no more Strangers and Foreigners, but 
llow-citizens with the Saints, and of the 
oulhold of GOD. I 
BY Baptiſm then we are admitted to be Members 
Chriſt's Church, which is a Society compre- 
ending all Chriſtian People: And Chriſt being 
Ie Head of this political Body, we are faid, 

Baptiſm to be made MEMBERS of 
HRIST, 
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IS not this now a glorious PRIVILEGE? WOA 
not many have thought it ſo, to be made free « 
fome civil Corporation, or Members of ſome he 
nourable Society? But how much more glotriom 
more honourable is this, to be MEMBERS 
that one Body, of which Chriſt is the Head, th 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH; which was inftirutd 
for Union and Communion with one another, f 
preſcrving and interpreting holy Scriptures ; ill 
ending Controverſies, for miniſtring to, an 
helping forwards the Edification of one another 
But this is not all. ; 

BY being made MEMBERS of the CHURCH 
we obtain Pardon of all Sins; we are goven| 
by CHRIST himſelf, and conſequently have t 
moſt excellent, wiſe, and pure Laws, animat 
with. His Example, and back'd with the great 
Penalties and Rewards; and we worſhip the On 
True, Holy GOD. 

THESE are the Benefits of our Memberſii 
with Chriſt. | 

HENCE, I ſay, we obtain the Forgiveneſs! 
Sins, whether Original or Actual, or howe 
enermous they be. This GOD had long ago oft 
told by his Prophet: I wil! pour upon you ci 
Water, and ye ſhall be cleanſed from your Ini 
ries, Ezek. 36. 25. And the Apoſtle, (10 
6. 11.) after a long Catalogue of grievous vil 
adds, Such were ſome of you: But ye are wa 
but ye are ſand#ified So Ananias ſaid to 9 
who had been a great Perſecutor of the Chrib 
ans, Why tarrieft thou ? Ariſe and be baptizi 
and WASH away thy SINS, calling upon the Nu 
of the LORD, Acts 22. 16. | 


io 
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IHIS alſo has been the Doctrine of the Fathers 
pf the Church. St. Aaſtin, in his Book of the 
Japtiſm of Infants, ſays, That by Natural Rege- 
Weration, Original Sin is only contraQted ; but by 
Regeneration, there is a Remiffion, not only of 
WD:riginal, but alfo of wilfal Sins. § That in In- 
ts BAPTIZED, the Guilt of Concupiſcence is 
Wbſolv'd, ——But the Infitmity remains. And, Ft. 
wo tells us, That all Crimes are forgiven in 
aptiſm. | 
THE Church of Chrift was defign'd to be 2 
oly People, and therefore none who had the 
Wnilt of Sin remaining on them, cou'd not be 
Imitted into it: For hereby we are united to 
brit, who is Holy, and from him receive Grace 
d' Mercy. By this Communion with the 
HURCH, we enjoy, by the Hands of his Mini- 
ers, the Benefit of Publick Prayer, ABSOLU- 
ION, BLESSING, and the other Sacrament of 
Body and Blood : And conſequent upon this, 
uſt ariſe great Joy, and Peace of Conſcience. 
ANOTHER Privilege of our being MEM- 
ERS of CHRIST, is to have Him our King and 
dyernor, and wiſe, and excellent, and pure 
aws. The HEAD of this BUDY, of which we 
e profeſs'd Members, is the only begotten SON 
OD, who is the Brightneſs of his Father's Glo. 
„and the Expreſs Image of his Perſon. He is 
the 
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* Generante Carne tantum contrahitur Peecatum Originale, 
generante autem Spiritu, non ſolium Originalium, ted etiam 
Mluntariarum fit Remiſſio. | 

y In parvulis Baptizatis Concupiſcentiz Reatus abſolvitur,— 
L Infirmitas manet. | ITY 
t Omnia in Baptiſmate condovata ſunt Crimina. 
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the Divine ay@-, the Word which was in th: 
Beginning, i. e. from all Eternity with the F. 
ther, by whom the Heaven and the Earth, and 
all that therein is was made; who came for our 
Sakes from the Boſom of the Almighty, and vifi-il 
bl took upon HIM Humane Nature, dwelling 
among ſt us full of Grace and Truth. HE, kind 
Prince, gave us moſt reaſonable, excellent and 
good Laws. Nothing grievous, nothing abſurlif 
or burdenſom, does Chrift lay upon us. N. 
bloody Sacrifices, no carnal Ordinances, no cer 
monial Yoke, no tedious Pilgrimages does he 
enjoyn. No, our gentle LORD and Maſter u. 
quires nothing from us but what is eaſy in i 
ſelf, to all willing Minds. Nothing but wh 
tends to advance our Natures to the higheſt Pitcif 
of Honour and Dignity, they are capable of 
Nothing but what makes for the Quiet, th 
PEACE and Intereſt of the whole World in gl 
neral, and every one in particular. Nothing b 
what promotes our Health and Happineſs, and | 
- qualifies us the better to diſcharge our ſever 
8 and without the Practice of which, 
muſt have liv'd uneaſy, miſerable, wretcha 
Lives. He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what is go 
and what doth the Lord require of thee, but 10 
Fuſtice, to love Mercy, and to walk humbly ui 
thy God. Nothing ſure can be more becomil 
reaſonable Creatures, than to perform theſe UI 
ties; and in other Words, t live Soberly, Right 
ouſly and Godly in this preſent World. LOVE 
indeed the Epitome of the whole LAW. MOR 
OVER, this bleſſed Jeſus, our Lawgiver, . 
animated us in the Practice of our Duty, by 


own moſt perfect Example. He, who was 0 
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ted in all Points like as we are, hath ſet us a Pat- 
tern of the moſt affectionate Love, of the devout- 
eſt Worſhip, of the higheſt Reſignation and 
Truſt in GOD: A Pattern of the greateſt Meek- 
neſs, Humility, Contentment, Compaſſion, and 
all other Virtues. Now tho? *cis not to be ex- 
pected we can come up to the Original, yet ler 
us copy after ir, and ſtrive to be as near it as our 
corrupt Natures will allow us. | 

BESIDES all this, we have moſt precious Pro- 
miſes on the one Hand, and moſt dreadful Threat- 
nings on the other, to engage us in the keepin 
of his good Laws. The righteous Judge will aſ- 
ſuredly at-the laſt Day, render ro every Man ac- 
cording to his Deeds : To them who by patient Con- 
tinuance in Well-doing, ſeek for Glory and Ho- 
nour, and Immortality, ETERNAL LIFE, but 
unto them that are Contentiout, and do not obey the 
Truth, but obey Unrighteouſneſs, Indignation and 
Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh, upon every Soul 
that doth Evil. — But Glory and Honour, and 
PEACE to every Man that worketh Good, Rom. 
2. 6. 

IN ſhort, The Rewards laid up in Store for 
good Men, are as great as infinite Goodneſs can 
beſtow, and they receive: And the Punifſhments 
denounc'd againſt the Wicked and Impenitent, as 
ſevere as infinite Power and provoked Anger can 
inflict upon them. And this not out of any De- 
light which GOD takes to make His Power 
known, and to ſhew His Vengeance unto Men; 
but that they might be fully perſwaded to give 


Honour and Obedience to their LORD and MA- 
101 which is for their own Glory more than 
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and knew what. was moſt fitting and need ful for 
us, when he had 


3 De Conditions. of aur Baptiſmal . 


"THE loving 7eſws, who was Wiſdom it felf 


left us an Example that we ſhow 
Follow His Steps , when he had made full Satif. 


faction for our Sins, by the Sacrifice of Himſelf; 


N 


when he was riſen from the Dead, and eftabliſh'd 
His CHURCH, and appointed ſubordinate Go- 


Gifts to Men, Protecting, Guiding, Ruling, Com. 


- Jorting them for evermore. 2 

3 ANOTHER Privilege of our being made MEM. 
B ERS of CHRIST's CHURCH, is, The Worſhip 

| of the One, True, and Holy GOD, which muſt 


needs be a very exciting Motive to the Practice 
of Vertue. : 

THE Heathens had a Multiplicity of GODS, 
ſome of which were Patrons of Vices, and there- 
fore they muſt naturally have been diſpos'd to an 
Imitation of them: They that worſhipꝰd a drunken 


- Bacebus, a wanton Venus, a theiviſh Mercury, a 
pyrating Neptune, a cruel and bloody Mars, 
. wou'd be apt greedily to fall in with them to com- 


mit their ſeveral Vices. The 7ews alſo, tho” they 


had the Holy One of Hrael, made known unto 


them by Tradition, by Natural Light, by won- 
drons Signs and Miracles; yet they ſoon forgot 


Him, that had done mighty Things for them, 


and juſt before had led them through the great 
and terrible Wildernefs ; and fell into that grofs 
Sin IDOLATRY, even 70 worſhip the Calf which 
their own Hands had made. 

THO? GOD, out of ſpecial Favour to that 
People, did eſtabliſh a certain Form of Worſhip, 
and forbid the eating of ſundry Kinds of Meats, 
in themſelves innocent; and prohibited ! 

afl 


vernors of ir, aſcended up on High, and gave 
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larriages, that they might have no Commerce, 
. Corferfarion! with their Neighbouring Heg- 
ben Nations (vid. Dent. 7:), Ieſt they ſhould be 
mpted to their Idol worſhip; yet, how often 
ere they drawn afide from their Allegiance to 
lim, to ſerve Baal, and ro pay their Homage, 
1d offer theit Supplications and Sacrifices, to the 
n, Moon, and Hoſt of Heaven! THE beſt of 
em had not fo clear Knowledge of G0D, of 
is Nature and Attributes, 8 we reef BE. 
we. We profeſs ro worſhip an all- | 
Na; a BEING of infinite Power, Juſtice, Good- 
ſs and Mercy. A BEING, that is of purer Eyes, 
dan to behold Iniquity. A BEING, that is im- 
aterial, and every where preſent. A BEING, 
at ſees all our Actions, even the molt private, 


8, Nad ſuch as are hidden from the Eyes of all Men. 
A BEING, that knows all our Wants and Ne- 
n WEfities, all our Thoughts, even the inmoſt Se- 


ets of our Hearts. A BEING, that hears all 
r Words, all our Prayers, -and is ready, if we 
& duly qualify'd, to grant all our Petitions. 
THIS, ſure, is both a noble Privilege, and 
aforcing Obligation to obſetvance of, and Duty 
HIM. This Confideration feriouſly apply d, 
ou'd powerfully move us, heartily and above 
| Things to love, awfully to fear, and diligem- 
to ſerve, THE LORD OUR GOD. 

come now to the next general Condition of 
r Baptiſmal Covenant, on'GOD's Part; which 


SECONDLY, * To be made CHILDREN of 
OD. None of us were born with this Honour. 
o one by Nature is GOD's Child, except our 
ord and Saviour Feſws Chriſt His only 8 c 

| Son: 
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| Son: But we were thus made at our Baptiſm, bllh, 
Regeneration, by Covenant, by Adoption. 
WE Chriſtians, 'are. harn again of the Holy Si 
rit, who is God, and therefore are we {aid to 
His Children: For as many as recerv'd Him, th. 
is, Chriſt, to them gave He Power, to become thi; 
Sons of GOD, even to them that belerve un H 
Name; which were born, not of Blood, nor of th 
Will of - the Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, but ofa 
Gad, John 1. 12, 1gNR2x2 2 
SO by Covenant, I will receive you, if e 
will obey me; and will be a Father unto you, . 
ye. ſhall. be my Sons and my Daughters, faith n 
Lord Almighty, 2 Cor. 6.17, 18. There is n 
Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm ; ſo one God a 
Father of all, who is above all, and through ae 
and in you all, Eph. 4. 5, 6. 22 i 
- "LIKEWISE are we the Children of GOD ! 
Adoption: For when the Eulneſs of Time u 
come, God ſent forth His Son, made of a HV 
made under the Law, to redeem them that were ift 
der the Law, that we might receive the Adoptil 
of Sons. And becauſe ye are Sons, God hath Je 
forth the Spirit of His Son into your Hearts, es. 
ing, Abba, Father, Gal. 4. 4— 580 Mat. 5. 88": 
Luke 20. 36. 6. 35. Rom. 8. 21. 9. 26. Gal. is 
26. 1 John 3. 10. 5. 2. CHRIST himſelf is Wm 
afraid to call us Brethren, Heb. 2. 12. Mat. Mac 
4. Go to my Brethren, and ſay unto them, I a « 
cend unto my Father, and your Father; and uot : 
your GUD, and my GUD, John 20. 19. „ 
O now, What HONOUR is this! That . 
ſhou'd be made the CHILDREN of the . 
HIGH, Brethren, with our LORD JESUS | BW, 
hold, what manner of Love the Father * 5 2 
2 OW. 
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IONS of, GOD. Beloved; Now ate we the 
ONS of GOD, and it doth not 37 tr hat 
je ball be, hug we know, that when he ſhall ap- 
eur, toe ball be like bim; for we ſhall ſee Him 
he i A Reward indeed, THIS inexpreſſible ! 
Favour not to be parallel'd! By this SON- 
HIP may, we be aſcertain'd, That our Heavenly 
ather will bleſs us above others. That he will 
ardon, thropgh Chriſt, our moſt flagrant Crimes, 
zrpetrated after the receiving of this Sxcramenr, 
pon a particular; and our Sins of Ignorance, 
firmity; and Surprize, upon 2 general Repen- — 
ein „ HB 
OUR Saviour ſoys, There Jhall'be more Foy ir 
eaven, upon the Repentance of one Sinner, than 
er ninety and nine juſt Perſons, Luke 5. 9. 
HE LORD is full of Compaſhon and Mercy. 
will not always be chiding, neither keepeth he 
s Anger for ever. For look how wide the Eaſt 
from the Weſt, ſo far hath he ſet our Sins from 
Tea, as a Father pitieth his own Children, e- 


Jen”: it the LORD merciful unto them that fear 
c For he knoweth whereof we are made: He 
5. Lenbreibh that we are but Duft, Pla. 103. 1. By 
/. i Filiation, are we aſſur'd of having, ar all 


nes, by Prayer, eaſy acceſs to the Throne of 
ace; and that God will give us all neceſſary 
d convenient Supplies, Spiritual or Temporal. 
uur :f Son ſpall as Bread of any of you, that is a 
ber, will he give him a Stone? Or if be as&'a 
, will be give him a Serpent? Or if be act an 
p, will be offer bim a Scorpion? If ye then being 
1, know how to give good Gifts umo your Chil- 


0, how much more h your Heavenly Father 
D grue 


at ti AN - |- 
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give the Holy Spirit, to them that ast him, LU 
11. 11. Our Parents, it may be, cannot sa 

ſupply our Wants, or give us what is'convenielÞ 
for us, tho' they be never ſo much diſposd to 
But as for our GOD, he is All- powerful, he h 
whatever is in Heaven or Earth, to do withal ; 
coding to his good Pleaſure: And he is ever 
Jing, ever at hand, ever ready todo us good. Wl 
will no more deny us the ordinary, but precio 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit, upon our humble 'at 
"heavenly Prayers to him; than a Parent won 
deny Bread, that had Plenty to give, to a famiſ 
ing Child: The one being as neceſſary to our tl 
ritual, as the other to our temporal L 6 
is always ready to hear the Prayers of the Ri 
teous, and will not deny them the Requeſt ! 
their Lips, providing what they ask be fir mln 
good for them: And he knoweth beſt what is 

A Favour and Duty this, never to be forgot 
never to be neglected; But oh! How Carel 
How Indifferent, How Remiſs, are many herein} 
B this NEW BIRTH, are we entitled, to- 
Heavenly Father's Love, which is better t. 
Life ir ſelf; to his tender Care; to his mig 
ty Protection; to have his Angels Guardians 
ver us; to a Deliverance, by his over-ruling Fi 
vidence, from all Dangers and Enemies, that n 
aſſault our Souls or Bod ies; which are innume 
ble, tho* many know not much, and more col 
der leſs of. But now and then, they have clear 1 
kens of GOD's watching over us, that had it Me 
been for him, thro' the various Accidents til 
daily befall us, eſpecially in the Time of lala 
cy, when the Frame of our Bodies is fo ww 
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ortle, chat we muff, long ſince, have departed 


n been ho more feen. 
. BY this ADOPTION we have Hopes of be- 
one Day, inſtated into the Inheritance te- 
10 for us in the Heavens; which was the laſt 
ondition on GOD Fart, Namely, 
THIRDLY, To be made INHERITORS or 
ERS of re KINGDOM of HEAVEN. 
IN the Days of Noab, none but ſuch as came 
to the Ark Could eſcape the Deluge: So now, 
me but Members of Chriſt's Church, as Sons of 
0b, can claim a Right to inherit this Kingdom. 
THE Apoſtle argues, If we be Children, rben 
leirt, Heirs of GOD, and Foynt-heirs or Co: heirs 
uth Chriſt, Rom. 8. 17. Wherefore thou art no 
ore a Servant, but a Son; and if a Son, then an 
leir of G00, thro Chriſt, Gal. 4. 75 8. He that 
ercometh ſhall inherit all Thing N * I will be 
60D, and he ſhall be my Son, Rev. 20. 7, And 
this Inheritance we are ſure, both by Promiſe 
d-Vath; for GOD, willing more abundantly 
dſhew unto the Heirs of Promiſe the Immutabi- 
ty of his Counſel, confirmed it by an Oath, 
ſeb. 6. 17. Be thou faithful unto Death, and 1 
l give thee 4 Croton of Life, Rev. 2. 10. Come 
Bleſſed of my Father, will our Saviour ſay, and 
therit a Kingdom prepared for you from the Be- 
ning of the World. 
HEAR, my beloved Brethren, Hath not GOD 
hoſen the + Face of this World, rich in Faith, and 
irs of the Kingdom which he hath promiſed to 
ele thar love him, Fam. 2. 5; 
O! WHAT a tranfcendent, what a Royal Title 
this, that we poor Sons of Men, - ſhould be 
We HEIRS of the D High GOD ! HEIRS, 
2 not 
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not-of a Village, not of _a Town, not of a City 
not of a County, nor yet of an Earthly Kingdom 
but HElkS of the Kingdom of Heaven! O! wh 
can look up td the Height df this Honour? Q| 
who can expreſs the Glory of this KINGDOM 
None certainly : For Eye bath not ſeen, nor Fi 
heard, neither bath it entred into the Heart 
Man, to concęive the good things, which G0 hu 


prepared far thoſe, his Children, that love hin. 4 
FEAR not therefore little Flock, /ince it ig yi - 


Fathers good Will to give you a Kingdom, Luke 12. 
to which all the Kingdoms on Earth bear no Co 
pariſon: A KINGDOM! which comprehendsd 
Univerſe; à Kingdom! which the Glery of i 
LORD doth fl; a Kingdom! not conſiſting 


confus d Multitudes, but thz beſt Order, the h 4 
Laws, the beſt Government in the World; a Ke 


dom! that will continue when this and all rhiq 
here are done away, for all Ages, even for EV 
and EVER; a Kingdom! where is no more Nig, 
or Darkneſs, but continual Day, ſhining with 
brighteſt Light; a Kingdom! where is no Lab 
QT 22 no Storms or Tempeſts, no Hug 
or Thirſt, no Pain or Sickneſs, no Croſſes or Vi 
ations, no Objects of Pity. or Compaſſion : Bu 
KINGDOM, Which is overſpread, filled, on 
Aowing with HONOUR, and SPLENDOR, 1 
| GLORY, and PEACE, and CONTENT, 
LOVE; a Kingdom! where we may conm 
with, and enjoy, the Company which will then 
moſt agreeable and entertaining to us, the Spill 
of Fuſs Men made perfect, Saints and Angels, d 
.rubims and Seraphims, and our LORD JE 
CHRIST, who is the Head of us all: A Kingdd 
where we ſhall know what ever is to be * 
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| lan, that thou art thus 
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here we may have whatever.we candefire; where 
re ſhall ſee whatever is to be ſee; yea, where: 
e ſhall ſee, and be like, and enjoy, the LORD of 


0878, dhe only true G00, the inſinĩtely wiſe) 


| eing · 7 Ol whata Happineſs is this I to fee HIM. 


hom we have heard much oft? HIM whoſe: 
imirable, and lovely Works weidaily © behold; 


IM, that we have ſo often pray d to; HIM, we 


ve daily thought {fo much of! To ſee HIM, 
hoſe Divine Words we have fo often read, and 
tner medi tated upon! HM, whom we have fo 
ng defired to ſee! HIM, that ourdtender Hearts 
olt delight in, and out Souls love abovenll things! 
! who can Expreſs of conteive what a happy and 
eſſed Sl GH T this mnuſt be! How does the very 
oughts of it already, delight us buthow mach 
ore will the Thing:itſelf, when we come there, 
eaſe us, affect us, tranſport us! LORD / what” 78 
mindful of him? None can 
mber up the Benefits thou haſt already beſtow d 
don him, mach leſs thoſe thou haſt defign'd 
eon 80 bas 420 181 801 1 Az 
WOULD not- many have thought it an invalu- 
le Bleſſing, to havedeen the Adopted: Sons of an 
hly KING or. QUEEN, and Heirs of an earth- 
Kingdom? How much more is ir, thus to be 
ade Children to the KING of KINGS, and 
URD of LORDS, and HEIRS and HEIRESSES 
S the KINGDOM of Hzaven, in Regard of 


Which we are all upon a Level? 


WHAT now would not a Man willingly do, to 
in actual Poſſeſſion of this Kingdom? eſpecially 
ce ſhortly we muſt, whether we will or no, be 
ther in, or for ever excluded out of it. Be ye 
erefore ſtedfaſt, „ always abounding . 

| 3 We 
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389 The Com̃litions vf ow Ruptiſmal I | 
the Work ef the Lord, eee | 
vain in the Lord. 
Ex us behave ourſelves E bocomids! al 
Children following and'imitating GOD our Fath 
Let us not fail daiſy to beg, with —_— 
tion, his Blifling: Let us walk worthy the ft 
Favours and Privileges beſtow'd on us. Let 
beware of forfeiting the Cond ions by our Breat 
of Vow, of ſeparating from the Communion 
the CHURCH, ot of giving juſt Cauſe to othe 
that have Power to lt d us out by Excomu 
cation, by either of whicl we loſe Sur FITLE 
THESE  ——(GREAT PRIVILEGES. 
MAY we finally be in ful and &Poffcſl 
of 2 Crown that enduteth througfou afl Ape 
and upon Hopes of - recegividg- ſuch #&Kingda 
which cannot be moved; let us have Grace to - 
GOD acceptably' with Reverence and godly F 
This GUD of hi and donde Ma 
be pleaſed to grant, by the Mediation of 
Lord, and Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit : : And 
Them, Three Perſons, and One God, give we, 
is moſt due, all Honour and Praiſe, Feel 
moſt fincere Allegiance and Subtn miffon, in ig 
ces, and at all times, now aud for ever. ay 
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| f pe , 
he therefare and teach all Nations, 
| Fal. them in the Name of the 
6 — YE 
yy Holy Ghoft, 
HAVE, in a former Diſcourſe upon theſe 
Words, bundertaken to ſhew, rhe Conditions 
of our BAPTISMAL COVENANT on 
OD's Part, and the great Bleſſings thereunto be- 
nging: And in order to a deeper Senſe of them, 
du did hear, what a miſerable State all Mankind 
ere in, by reaſon of the FALL of our firſt Fa- 
Nt: But yet, That thro the Grace of GOD, by 
lus Chriſt, if we made good Uſe of it, we 
ght not only in great Meaſure, recover what 


a5 then loſt, but alſo be made Partakers of more 
_ "4 pre- 


mn To The Conditions of our Baptiſmal 


prec ious Promiſes : So that it is every one's on 
Fault if he fail of Happineſs. For 83 did ho 


ſee, That by entring again into Covenant wi 
GOD, we were initiated into the Society of | 


Criſtis of whichy Ob himle 
and yn jo ſo” Phd Wande eb 
moſt high GOD, and been wit our 


TESUS, ; HEIRS = « « 

everlaſting INHERITA pt = 

iy That. ogVer Jadetn; - eve 

us, be KINGS and ne 5 
Chriſt, who ſitteth at che Went of GU! 

where there are Pleaſures for evermore : Plz 


ſures, which” no Tongue cam exprefs: Pleaſun 


which no Heart can conceive. 
0 Happy .chrige Happy Phace,| that! The fi 
and fedfaſk , Hopes of one Day arriving at tl 
Mankio alder! Reſt, wood. make our Veh 
howſoever heavy it appears 11 in it elf, 1 ht. I. 
Tongue of living with ur LOR P- SUS 
his gdom, what boble e Reſolujions,, I 
active Diligence wou'd they ſtir uplin 
THE Aſſurance of ſerving GOD, W all! 
Glory, Splendor and Beaut M ” delighted with! 
Sight of us his Children, What Contempt of 
World, and all its Cham s and Tem tation 
What Acquieſcence in "he 1 iſpoſals of his gd 
Providence; What Patience under Afffictions it 
Sufferings; What Reſignation to his Will, ye 
what Joy, what Comfort, what Peace, muſt th 
cauſe in us! The high Title of Sons and * 
THE ALMIGHTY, and Promiſe of being, 
we depart hence, like him; What, O what filialf 


verence; What Fear of lofing his Favour ; "bai 
i 1 


e den ok of. Gl 


_ ſ6;:Wonebant n N ele 
Delight in pleaſing HIM; muſt it needs inſpi 
ws hi mi ye wo ine of; cont 3: 

.inEvery \Man that hath this Hope i in Him; purifech 
bine eben he is pure, O;. 3. Mbeſoever is 
donna, GODg dab not commit 22 erate: Cin; ſor 
bis Sced Femaiteab in bim, and he cannot Sin, ro 
pre ſump tucuſly, becauſe leis born of. G05. Ii 
this. the Children f GO Wee ts are maniſeſt, and the 
Children of the Devil: -Whoſorver doih not Rig h- 
teouſneſs is my God. For we muſt nor ſuppoſe, 
That the great Rewards in Heaven will. be: con- 
ferrd upon us, tho in any; Manner we bebave our 
ſelves: No, they are not Fatally, or by Chance, 
or by an abſolute and preremptory Decree be- 
ſtow'd; but on Terms reaſonable, good and- ne- 
ceſſary.  QUR Religion is a Covenanr, implying, 
on | GOD's Parr, BLESSING; on ours, Sincere, 
tho not perfett and unfinning OBEDIENCE. 
Our Sureties did engage, ſolemnly Vaw, and 
publickly confirm ĩt before 60D and his Church, 
in our Names, to perform, what God in his Ho- 
1 1 quires of us: And this was, that we 

ou 


7 FIRST, Renounce the Devil and all his 
Works, 22 
SECONDLY. Believe all the Articles of the 
Chriftian Faith. 
- THIRDLY. Keep God A holy Will and Com- 
mand ments. 
THE firſt Condition implies Repentance, or a 
Forſaking of "GODS and dur ſpiritual Enemies; 
and not only ſo, but to reſiſt them, and endea- 
vour to overcome them. whenever they wow'd 
draw us away from the Obſervation of the good 
Laus of our GOD. 9 „ 
THIS 


IIS was requir'd of thoſt ho were adinit 


ted into the Church in very early Times of it, as 
appears from undenlablè Neſtimonies of the Pri- 
mitive'Fathers Tertulllun, + Clemens; and 
I Oragen tell'us, That here we renqunce the De- 
vil and His Works, his Fomps, and Angels, and 

Worſkip, and the World. And our Saviour fayg, 

Va Man come io ne, and harr not his Father 

and other, and Wife and Children, and Brethrex 

end Siſters, yea, and his own Þife alſo, i. e. 

if he do not prefer me before all theſe things, or 
whatever is neareſt and deareſt to him, even his 
own Life, be cannot be my Diſciple, And whofo- 
ever doth not bear bis Croſs, that is, whoever'is 
not ready to ſuffer Perſecution, rather than deny 
me, cannot be my Diſciple. And whoſoever be be 
of you, that forſaketh not all that he hath, rather 
than not come after me, be cannot be my Diſciple, 
eke 1% 26, 27,339 - | 
. TO this Sr. Peter is thought to allude, when 
he faith, x Per. 3, 21. That Baptiſm ſaveth us, | 
not by an outwari Waſhing, but e Anſwer, up- | 
on the Interrogatorics then made, imgumue, of agoad 
Confeiente. Hence ſome make a doubt, whether 
that Baptiſm which is perform'd without theſe, 
or fuch like Stipulations, be true; and others 
think that an implicite Sponſion is implied, when 
the Parents deſite the Child may be — ; 
but 


n 


And FISHY © 


* Aquam adituri ſub Antiſtitis Manu copteſtamur, nos renus- 
dare Diabolo, & Pompz, & Angelis ejus, de Cor. Mil. c. 3. e. 4. 
& Spell. + Abrenuncio Satanz, & Operibus ejus, Pompis, 
Cultui, Angelis, & Maehinationibus ejns : Szculo renunciz- 
veramus cum baptizati ſumus, It. 156. 7. c. 4. || 12 How. 


Covenant i Me 
but however that be, it does not appear that Bap- 
tiſm was, ot now ought. to be publickly and 15 
ſetonty Adminiſter by them. . 
LET us fee then what is the true intent and 
meaning of this our Engagement. hg 
TO renounce the il, is to diſclaim his 
vfurp'd Authority over Men; not to ſuffer out 
felves to be led by the chief of the apoftare An- 
gels, to the worſhipping and ſerving of Him, and 
Them, or any other falſe Gods, which ate Ene- 
mies and Rivals to that GOD to whom alone 
—_ due. . Satan had. before the coming of 
CHRIST, and fpreading of his Goſpel, eftabliſh'd 
his Kingdom over this World, . ſeduced captiva- 
ted, nay, poſſeſsd, weak, igtorant Man; info- 
much that they were haunted, frighted, toxment - 
e nr nar 
He, wicked Fiend, had his Temples flately, 
Altars maty, and Sacrifices coffly : The Hea- 
then ſolemn Worſhip, was the Worſhip of very 
Devils,*and were, ſuited to ſuch unreaſonable 
Imps. Tho? an Idol it ſelf was nothing but Gold, 
or Silver, Wood, ot Stone, and often, the wild 
Phantoms of Imagination ; yet ever ſome wicked 
Spirit or other did receive the Worſhip, enter'd 
the Image, and ftom thence gave Oracles, and 
deceiv'd the Minds of ſuch fond Adorers. _. 
EVERY Nation and Country had their Multi- 
tudes of ſuch falſe Gods, and blind Supetſtition 
led and perverted affrighted Man. Ar Athens, 
the Seat of Learning then, A/tars were ſet up 10 
all the Gods of Eutope, Afia, and Aﬀrick ; and 
leſt any ſhou'd be forgot, or 1 gy to the un- 
known GOD f Nay, fo far had the Devil 
prevail'd, that Sins and Diſeaſes, that = and 
| wine 
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ecame neceflary at Wore: recelvd 
10 = elde {ef | before, re 
diſclaim, "and, forſake * ran Enemy, 

'Devil | and, not only ſo,. ut a1 his 'ORI 
in general, all manner of Sin is 

| Work of "the Devil,” as St. John declares, '1 Bp. Ml 
N 3. 5,8. Ne know tha F DE... Chriſt, / way mant- 
# Ned, 0 take away our Sint. Het hat conimit, pl 
Sin, is of the Devil, for the Devil ſinneth 
the beginning : For this purp 7277 2 the Son of Go 
. was manifeſted, that be might deſtroy the W 770 0 

1 


' The Devil. That is to fay, Sin, by which GOD's 

; Authorit is thrown off, and Satan ſerv'd in his 
. f we OV then Fenoutige the Devil deer 

Wo e 


Coveflant n MN Pf. 2g 
all his WORKS, we muſt ceaſe ſtom Evil) and 
deny all Ungodl ines, and worldly Luſts ns, 

BUT yet there ate ſome Sins more peculiar to 
the Devil, and therefore may more properly be 
ſaid to be his WORKS: As thoſe that fly" 
realy againſt the Authority of the divine Maje- 
ſty, and his wiſe: Layvs; namely; Idolatry of all 
ſorts, Sorcery, Charming, Wirchcraft, and Conju- 
ring, prohibited in the i8 tf of Der. 100 NJ. Ver- 
ſes: And alſo reſorting to) ſuch that wſei!rhoſe 
unlawful Arts, or That have any real, or-bardup- 
pogd Confederacy with Sitan: A F actice, too 
too common among the Heathens, which afe cal- 
led their Abominations, or curſed Things; vd g- 
MVyuate Ter: roy ixeiror;\ U. 9. Such are thoſe 
which more immediately proceed out of his wick- 
ed Temper, as Pride: He, taking arrogantly 
upon himſelf to be equal with GOD, was; from 
an Angel of Light, thruſt down into the Dunge- 
on of Hell; and they that are guilty of this Vice, 
and puff'd up in their own: Conceits, are ſaid to 
fall into the Condemnation of the Devil, 1 Fim. 

. 8, So Envy is another Vice of rhe Devils 

emper. He being thus accurſed, looks with an 
evil Eye upon the ' Happineſs both of GOD and 
Man; and therefore as a roaring Lion, he walk. 
eth about, . ſeeking whom he may'' devour, 1 Pet. 
5. 8. And of this fort are, Bitterneſs, and Wrath, 
and Anger, and Clamour, and Malice, Eph. 4. 31. 
Malice, the Product of Pride and Envy, he harh 
born to GOD, ever ſince he was ejected out of his 
Kingdom, to Man, ever ſince our Creation. 

OTHER Sins there be, which _——— 
ally his Practice; as Murder, Apoſtacy, and I. 
ing. This our Saviour told the eus, who' boatt- 

| ed 


46 Tbe Conditions of aur Baptiſinal 
ed of their Freedom in being the Children of 
Abraham, tho' they were the Servams of Sin; ſay- 
ing, Ie are of your Father the Devil; and the 
Lufts of your Father ye will do: He was a Mut: 
erer from the beginning, and dbade net in the 
Trab, * 357 is = 975 iz him, Fo * be 

aketh:s Lye, be ſpeaketh of his own, for he ii 
Joe and the Father of it, i. e. that is to ay; 
The Works of the Devil, ye like much bettet 
than thoſe which I commend to you; he was 
From the beginning, malicious, and proud, and 
y, a Murtherer, and ſoon apoſtatiz d from 
GOD and the right Way; for he is an Enemy of 
Truth and Goodneſs, and therefore for him to 
lye, and confirm yau in Infidelity, is natural, and 
proper to him. Thus Slander, falſe Witneſs, 
and evil Speaking, are Sins of this kind; as we 
find, Rev. 12. I heard a loud Voice ſaying in Hes 
ven, Now is come Satuation and Strength, and the 
Kingdom of our God, and the Power of bis Chrijl. 

Fur ihe Accuſer of our Brethren, the great Dre 
gon, the old Serpent, calld the Devil and Satan, 
is caſt down, which accuſed them before our 
GOD Day and Night. ; 

BUT among All the WORKS of the Devil; 
which we engage to renounce, none he delights 
more in the Commiſſion of, none more verſe 
dear his Image, none therefore wherein we can 
.more be like him, than in tempring others to, 
and drawing them into Sin. I beg leave then to f. 
be ſomewhar particular herein, that knowing his Wl tt 
wicked Devices, we may the better withſtand MW 
And xeſiſt them, abbor and dereſt them. tt 
NO ſooner had GOD placed our firſt Parents 
in Paradif?, but this old Serpent did tempt, be- 


SO J©o=S tl SDS Sr? 


> jp tf 


guile, 


: gs  , 

Lovellant n Man's Part. gy 
guile, and ſeduce them to diſobey their Creator, 
wlling em expreſly contrary to what God had 
before xhreatned, ye ſhall. nat ſurely dye; God 
knoweth, that in the Day qe cat thereof, ,yaur Eyes 
Ball be > pry and ye ſhall be as Gods, Rn i 
Good . Evil. Ha rempts ang. all Advan- 
tage of every Opportunity and Circumſta | 
— laying before Men's carnal Senſes 
ſuch Pleaſures and 'Delights, as he knows to be 
moſt entertaining and -agreeable, and apteſt to 
prevail over them: Thus he did tempr, but in 
vain, our bleſſed LORD and Saviour, Mat. . 
hen he had fafted forty Days, and forty Nights, 
and was afterwards and hungred, Jing, F thaw 
be the Son of God, make uſe of this Power for thy 
own Preſervation, Command that theſe Stones be 

made Bread, &c. | 
HE tempts, by intimating falſe Notions of the 
divine Attributes of Goodneſs and Mercy; as if 
GOD was ſo very eaſy and tame a Being, that he 
wou'd not inflict eternal Torments for a ſhorx 
we led in Wickedneſs and momentary Plez- 
ures, | 
HE tempts, by corrupting Men's Reaſon a 
Underſtanding, and putting them upon uſeleſs 
Enquiries and Experiments in Sin; thereby ſtupi- 
fying their Senſe of divine Things, making them 

cold and indifferent towards whatever is 800. 
and fo he eafily draws them into ALL EVI. 
HE tempts, by alluring Men's Affections with 
ſomewhat moſt dear and belov'd, which, rather 
than difoblige, or loſe, they will not ſtick to com- 
mit any Sin, however: enormous it be, even Mur- 
ter it ſelf. Thus Herod, the Governor of Fudea, 
father than not enjoy the falſe, deceitful, Rs 
cry 
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truly killine — of his ill beloved Her ofravs 
itnprifoir the Biptift; ſeeks” to make away 
bis Life, and commands that he beructually ming 
thered in the Priſon, and all heeauſe he rotd-rhe 
Truth, That it was "bnlaoful forbim ro have"bit 
Brother bilip's Wife, Mat. II. 
S0 incensd is he againſt th Worſhippers 01 
the true G00, that ke ſtrives tb deſtroy them 
if poſſible; all at opce: He ſtir'd up the bloody 
Poſterity of Cain to commit greedily all manner 
of Wickedneſs, and cauſed God to ſend a Flood 
over the Face of the Eaftb. He it was, and not 
God, any otherwiſe than by Permiſſion, that Bar 
gend Pharaob's Heart, that made kim ſo baba 
rous t6watds the Vraclites, and not to let them 
go ti{Þ GOD had wrovgtit*many Miracles by the 
Hand of Mo/es, and ſent his deſtroying Angel, rhe 
Plague among them, and drowned bim, and all 
his Hoſt in the Red-ſea. And be it was that ir 
ſtirt'd- up the Heithen” Nations to make Wit at 
againſt"GOD's $ People. 
- BUT after the' coihing of Chiiſt, bor coral ni 
was he; how did he puſh forward his wicked un 
Agents, the Roman Emperots, to inflict the'triolt WO 
cruel Deaths upon all that called upon the Name 
of the LORD JESUS, even during the ſpace of 
* Years? Of this Device, * Fuftin u Mar: N ob 
ks, Foul and malicious Devils being en- th. 

rag' nd us, and ating} gory Governors um du 
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':  OVenant W e 
der their Dominion as are devoted to them; pro- 
cure thoſe Princes, as if they were poſſeſs d by 
them, to kill us: Apol. 2. He tempts, by ſowing 
Herefies among the true and orthodox Believers, 
| which is repreſented in the Parable of the Ene- 

Wmy's ſawing of Tares among the heat. Thus he 
puts ſome, under the ſpecious Pretence]of advan- 
cing the Honor and Worſhip of GOD the Father, 
to deny the Divinity of the Son and Holy Ghoſt; 
as the Arians, Macedonians, and Socinians, &c. 
Thus alſo under the appearance of promoting the 
Glory of GOD in ſome of his Attributes, he: is 
made contemptible and frightful in others; as by 
teaching that GOD did abſolutely decree Adam's 
Sin, and the Lapſe of his Poſterity; and that 
Chriſt died only for that particular Number, 
whom God intended, without any Conditions to 
fave, called the Elect, and that to ſuch Grace is 
irreſiſtib e; whereas the reſt of the Worid were 
abſolutely reprobated to Condemnation: As if 
GOD had created a great part of Mankind, to ma- 
nifeſt his Power in damning of them; thereby 
undermining the Neceſſity of a good Life. For if 
GOD has predeſtinated ſome particular Perſons 
to Miſery, others again elected to Happineſs, 
without any conditional Works or Duties to be 
„obſerv'd by them, then it muſt neceſſarily follow, 
tho I charge them not with ng Conſe- 
m WW quence; That all the Means which GOD has appoin- 
er ted to increaſe Virtue and Religion in us are to no 
© MWPpurpoſe : That Sacraments, praying, hearing, read- 
„ing, meditating will, or can have no effect upon 
„us: That their Faith and Preaching is vain. That 
whether Men live well or ill, according to the 


Laws which GOD has given em, or not, it will 
. never; 
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| "HO b& Conditions f wriBaptilim: 
_ . neventheleſs*come all to rhe ſame arlaſt ; the- rl 
faid, Follows Prare with all Men, andowithou 
which HOLINESS 7s Man ſhall fee ib LORD 
_ Heb. 12. 14. By which is meant, perſonal "Hoi 
lineſs; and not only Chriſt's impure to us, 81 
manifeſt from that Chapter, and the Tenor of the 
Scriptures. 13 1 AGE 208 
HE ſeduces Men to prefer extemporaty Pray 
ers, to moſt excellent and Judicionfly''compoſal 
Forms, even to that moſt perfeCt one of our Rs 
deemer's, which he commanded us, when w 
| Pray, toflay, Nen 
HE ſeduces Men to Worſhip Saints and Angels 
to commit the gtoſſeſt Idolarry, even to adon 
that as GOD, which they themſelves have made 
HE ſeduces by vailing over wicked Prine 
es, with the outward appearance of great Sa 
ity of Life, and benefitting Mankind, 2 "Gn 
11. 13, Of, 8 01 
HE ſeduces, by hindering us from hearing and 
receiving the Word of GOD, or having -heatd, 
from lay ing it up in our Hearts, that it mij; 
bring forth much Fruit ; but either by our va 
and Self-conceits, by Prejudice, by Ridicule anf 
Mimickry, by over- much worldly Care and Buſ 
neſs, or by vain and empty Mirth and Diverfions 
the Seed ſown is ſnatch'd away by the wickel 
one, or choa#d, or ſcorch'd, and wither d preſent 
!y away, St. Mat. 13. He ſeduces with all Skil 
thoſe that are placed in great Power and Auth 
rity, and of excellent Parts; as Sergius Paulis 
a prudent Man, the Deputy of the Country, l. 
Jought to turn away from the Faith, Ads 13. 1 
Thus St. Paul was tempted before bis Coen 
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net bi. way” | + : 
BE plays all his Engines to ſeduce thoſe that 
«cel in Plety, or Order, to ſome ſcandalous 
ice; and when he finds that incfteQual, he ſtit- 
th his wicked Factors, to raile and ſpread abroad. 
anderous Reports: Thus 7oha the Baprift, . 
zus our Szviour cou'd not. efcape ——— 7obz 
pe. neither, eating nor drighing, 85 '2 very” 
ſtere Life, and they 4. was @ Dewi; they, 
wil d upon him as a Mad-man, a melancholly” 
erſon, The Son of, Man came eating and drin 


E. uling the common Diet of Men, and conver- 
ae with them, and they ſay, Be bold, 
an Glut tonous, and a Wine. bibber, a looſe 
ark, a Friend, and Fayourer of Harlots, of Pub- 
ans and Sinners, Mat. 11. 1999. 
HE beguiles, by giviag loft and plaufible 
ames to Sins, and the contrary to Virtue; by 
utting Bitter for Sweet, and Sweet fur Bitter, 
Darkneſs for Light, and Light for Darkneſs. © 
HL beguiles Men into the Commiſſion of more 
ins to cover the Shame of others; as he did Da- 
Wd, in the Caſe of Lriab: Thus he draws Men 
nto Lying, Murther, and many more gtievous 
imes. IH [a Nan > i & 5 
HE beguiles many into a vicious Courſe, by 
feriing thei Repentance to a Death-bed, tel- 
ng them, "twill he ſoon enough to grow Wife 
nd Sober, when they come to be older ; but 
bile they are young, and in health, why ſhould 
hey not enjoy the Pleaſures of the World, as 
ell as the reſt of their jovial good Fellows: 
But if good Providence ſuffers em yet to continue 
here, then he will drive them, if he can, into 
ang black 
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black Deſpair, by laying open the divine Power, 
Severity, and Vengeance threatned to all Sinners, ii 
Hk draws Men, when they leave ſome Vices 
into the grievous Sin of Schiſm, violating the 
Unity of the Church, for, as they think, bettet 
Edification; being faQtious and unruly to thei 
Governors, both Spiritual and Civil, whom God 
hath ſer over them; dividing, breaking, tearing 
the Body of Chriſt. Thus ſome exchange theit 
direful Curſes and Oaths for Arrogancy and 
Havghtineſs ; being ſo far from in Honor prefer 
ring other Men, that they will not give Honor f 
whom lis due; railing the Light within to 2 f 
vel with the holy Scriptures, deny ing the Reſur 
rection of the Body, &:. and all this they im: 
pute to the Spirit, but I dare ſay ir is not the $pl 
rit of God. And they that will not be reclaim 
by any Methods, but ſeek out for Teachers that 
will make their Religion and Lives conſiſt tops 
ther, GOD is wont to give over to follow thel 
own vain Imaginations : For the time will cont, 
when they will not endure ſound Doctrine, but aft 
their own Lufts ſhall they heap to themſelves Tead 
ers, having itching Ears, and ſhall turn ami 
their Ears from the Truth, and ſhall be turn d u 
zo Fables, 2 Tim. 4. 3, 4.. 1 Tim. 14. 12. 
YE therefore, beloved, ſeeing ye know thel 
things before, beware, leſt ye alſo being led awi 
with the Error of the Wicked, fall ftom your om 
Stedf:ſtneſs. Submit your ſelves to GOD, refil 
the Devil, and he will fly from you; drato nl 
70 GOD, and he will draw nigh to you, Jam. 4.10 
Grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of ol 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; and to this End 
we ſhou'd be always ſober and vigilant, * 
| | Muc 


. 


Covenant on Gop's Pert. 53 
E wuch for the Devil and his Works. We muſt 
likewiſe renounce the POMPS and VANITIES 
Jof the wicked World. By theſe were originally 
meant, all pompous SpeRacles ; Perſons fight- 
ing and wounding one another, like Brute-beafts 
of no Underſtanding ; to which is near of kin, 
the too common PraQtice of Duelling ; alſo the 
Plays and ſcenical Repreſentations exhibited up- 
on the Raman Theatres; by Vanity, were meant 
the Proceſſions of the Heathens, in honor of their 
ain Gods, and Revels, and Drunkenneſs, and 
Fornication. er 

S0 that not all State and Solemnities of the 
Torld, not in the publick and ſolemn Worſhip 
df the true GOD, for Decency, Edification, and 
Orders fake, are here rencunc'd ; but all proud 
xcelles, not conducing to aty good Purpoſe; 
whatever is beyond Modetation in the way of Li- 
Wing and Diverfions, ; all AﬀeQarion'of Prece- 
0 ence, ot Titles above Quality, of Virtues be- 
fond Deſert, of coſtly Apparrel, in Diet beyond 
Iue Meaſures, ſober Rules, and particular Cir- 
umſtances. Pony | 

BY. the WICKED WORLD, is meant, not 
ie Company, of the Men, of the World, nor 
o retire from it to Cells and Deſerts; but all 
hat is wicked in the World, and all Practices, 
0 far as they are ſo. | | | 
THE things of the World may be ſumm'd up to 

ie Riches; Honors, and Pleaſures of it: All 
which are not abſolutely to be renounc'd, but fo 
ar as they engage our Affections too cloſely to 
Th ſo fat as without Sin we cannot purfue, or 
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* The Cond nditions _ tir Bitifnal 
AN advetſe Fortune alſo hath Its . 
28 Poverty, . and Atflitions : The 
that ate under theſe Circutoftances muſt not þ 
Impatient and Diſcchtent, muſt not_envy th 
Proſpetity of others; myſt  norbe t rempted by. an 
'untawful Means to get rid of ie by vegleh 
Religion, to Oppteſs, to Cheat on 
GOD or Min; to be drawn 25 ret; Bay! 
wicked Principles, and Unwillingneſs to md b 
Reſtitution for Injuries done. | 

AS to the WICKED Men of the WORLD; 
muſt not be led into Sin by them, we muſt not! 
draw into Evil thro? their ill Examples, thi 
9 thro' falſe Reaſoning; nor follow 

ultitude to do Evil, for fear of Scoffs and] 
proaches, Flouts and Jeers 3 or being thou} 
Rude and Uncomplaiſant, or Fanciful and Sin 
lar; no, we ought to bear all Reprozches, i 
Affectations, ind Perſecutions, rather than! 
Fail of our Duty to GOD, or commit the 18 
Sin. If er, entice thee, conſent thou 
Prov. 1. 10, but rather avoid, as much as 4 
, cently may be, their bad Company, 57 
that Evil Communicati ions corrupt good. 
IHE laſt thing we renounce, is all the $ 
FUL LUSTS of the FLESH; not all out nati 
' Defires* nor all Paſſions, but ſuch as are imm 
rate, and upon forbidden Objects. By 7. Aa 
is here, underſtood the whole unfegenetat 
türe of Man, in Body and Soul : "are 20 
off concerning the. 70 ormer Converſation 10 
57 an, which is corrupt, according 4 the dect 

uſts, omvulas” * dams 1 but to Put on "that. f 
"= an, tebich after GOD 1 js created in Rachen. 
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2s given us 2 Cat 
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and true Holineſs ; being reneaed in He po 
our Mi ad, h. 4 22,—- «7 
' OF the finfal LUSTS of the FLESH, St. Pau! / 
alogue, Gal. 5.'19.—Now 
tbc Works of the Heß are manifeſt, which are 
4:4] theſe, 6 Ae, Fornication,. Lak 
, Wirchcrafr, Hatred, Vari- 
ance, Seng Vrath, Striſe, Seditions, He- 
rches, Envyings, Murthers, Drunkenneſs, Re- 
vellivgs, and like; of the which I tell yon 
before, as 1 have alſo told you in Time paſt, 
chat they which do ſuch things ſhall not inherit 
Wh: KINGDOM of GOD. Theſe are the things 
we vow 2 theſe are che things we muſt 
zot be by © r\ 
' THE SECOND general Co, of this Co- 


venant is, To believe all the Articles of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith 3 chat is, whatever GOD has revealed 
as the Objett of out Faith in the holy Scriptures 
eſpecially thoſe Articles contained in the Apoſtles 
Creed, we are to give our undoubted Aſſent to, 
and thereby be influencd to a good Life. And 
we are, 

THIRDLY, to keep God's holy Will and 
Commandments. Our Obedience muſt be, tho 
it cannot be without Sin, yet SINCERE, and EN. 
TIRE to all the Laws of the Goſpel, with this 
oſſured hopes, That GOD will forgive both our 
involuntary, and voluntary Tranſgreſſions upon 
our hearty l epentance. Our Duty muſt be per- 
form'd with our Minds and Underſtandings, 
with our Wills and Affections. Concerning theſe 
Heads, I hall have occalion to ſpeak more ar 
large hereafter, 
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56 The Conditi6ris of ow: Baptiſmal 
 _,.,A QUESTION may now:ariſe, that fince the 
Engagements made in Baptiſm are ſo weighty, 
how can Children be Baptized, who by reaſon 
of their Infancy, are not able to perform them, 
To this I hope. to give a ſatisfactory Anſwer in 


my next. DiſtauſſmeqgJ. 
- I ſhall conclude: with the Apoſtle's Advice, ini 
the Sixth Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Ephe/tans, 
The whole is very edifying, but I mention from 
the Toth Verſe, Finally, my Brethren, be fron 


inthe Lord, put on the whole Armour of GOD 
uſe all the defenfive Weapons that Chriſt has ai 


forded you, that ye may be able to ſtand again 
the Wiles of the Devil. For we wreſtle aot againiiiy 
Fleſh and Blood only, as you ſee, but againſt the 
ſeveral Ranks of Devils. Wherefore take unto 
you the whole Armour of God, that ye may be ahl 
To ſtand in the evil Day, and having done all u 
ſtand. Stand therefore; having your Loyns gin 
with Truth, and having oz the Breaft-plate q 
Righteouſneſs, and your Feet ſhod with the Pre 
paration of the Goſpel of Peace. Let your Milits 
ry girdly be the Doctrine of the Goſpel, in oppolt 
tion to heretical Inſinuations: Let ſincere Obe 
dience to Chriſt be as the Breaſt- plate to guat 
vou, and put on Chriſtian Peace, that you ma) 
proceed in your Courſe without hinderance. Above 
all, raking the Shield of Faith, wherein ye ſhal 
be able to quench the fiery Darts of the Wicked: 
ſtedfaſtly believing the Promiſes of Chriſt to al 
true Followers, and Threats to all wicked Per 
tons, which will keep out Temptations, and al: 
: lay the Pleaſures of thoſe ſenſual Baits propoſe! 
to you, either by Satan, or any other Temptet; 
which like poiſoned Darts, will wound you « 
— Death. 


Covenant on Man's Part. : 57 
and 


Death. And take the Helmet of Salvation, 
the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of 
GOD, i. e. the Hope of Salvation, which may 
Nerve as an Helmet, to bear off the Blow, and 
the Spirit, as a Sword, to vanquiſh all your 
emptations, pray ing always with all Pra 

and Supplication, that is, in all the Parts of it, 
publickly and privately, upon every Occafion, 
and every Opportunity, for the Divine Grace and 
\ffiſtance, to enable you to continue in Goodneſs, 
and deliver you from Temptation; and in the 
pirit, that is, heartily and fervently, and not 
ſo much for ſecular, as ſpiritual things; and 
matching thereunto with 4% Perſeverance and 
Supplication, not only for your ſelves, but for all 
Saints, and for me; that Utterance may be gi- 
ven to me, that 1 may open my Mouth boldly, 
to make known the Myſteries of the Goſpel ; that 
ſo both you and I may enter into ETERNAL 
HAPPINESS, and live with Chriſt for evermore. 
Which we humbly entreat our heavenly Eather 
to give, for his Son's ſake, our Lord. Amen. 
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Lens xviii, 15, 16, 17. 


4d they brought unto him alſo Infants, that 
i be would touch theme; but when his Diſciples 
ſaw it, they rebuked i then But Jeſus called 
ben unto him, and ſaid, Suffer little Chu. 

dren to come unto me, and forbid them not, 

Yor 42 Jach is the King dom of God. Verily 

2. you, Whoſoever ſhall not receive 
2 1 — dom" of God, 'as a little Child, or 
in no wiſe enter therei 1 


PON my readidg theſe Words, Idoube 
not, but you perceive my Defien is ro 
 Diſcoutſe concerming INFANT:BAP. 

NE And I have choſe to do it thus at latge, 

deczuſe tis the main Difference in Practice, be- 

tween Us and the Anubaprifr. he 


I 0 ſatisfy this Scruple of theirs, which at fit 
Sight, may ſeem to ſome, deeply to be grounded 
we need but 


their ſerious Meditations : Which, if. they. coull 


be perſwaded to lay afide Prejudice, Self- intereſi 


and Partiality; to put on the ornamental Bezutig 
of Meekneſs, Humility and Sincerity ; and dai) 
pray to God fervently ; wou'd convince them, 
think, of the POINT in Hand. + 

TIE Conſiderations I wou'd offer, are theſe; 
Firſt, That the Children of the eme, and al 
that cam̃e under that Diſpenſation, were to ente 
into Covenant with "GOD, even at eight Days 


old, by the Rite of Circumciſion, in order to ob 


tain-the Promiſes, made over to them in that. C 
venant; but the uncircumciſed Soul was to I 
cut off from among his People: Parallel to which 
is Baptiſm, both with reſpect to the Admitance 
into, and the Obligation of performing the Chi 
ſtian Covenant. And not only ſo: But, 
Slecondly, That it was the Practice of the eu 
to baptize the Proſelytes, and then to circumciſ 
them; and Chriſt, inſtituting Baptiſm in the toom 
tho' not as an Antitype, of this Cuſtom of theirs 
(as the other Sacrament, in the Place of the Pall 
over) did not forbid Infants to be admitted into 
this new 'QOECONOMY. Nay, that, 
Thirdly, Chriſt has given us very good Intim: 
tions, that Children may be baprized, and ſo er 
ter into Covenant with GOD. And. 
Fourthiy, That this has been the DoCtrine 1 
Practice of the CHURCH, from the Apoſtles 
Times to this very Day, xy. 
_ _ Eifebly, That the Reaſon and Neceſſity of tht 
Thing it ſelf, doth: very highly plead for 10 by 
3 EI 
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deration; u 0 
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Sin „That their Obſettions „ when auly 
77005 will not oper-ballance, but ra ther ther be 6 
\ 8 175 181 comparatively light, 5 | 
Deficiency which is in Tofants, | 
1107 12 Wir ir Godfathers and Godfngthers 
Wee tel Names. | 
If now wn theſe Things can be made to ap) ar 
vidently, then we may of a Truth affirn . oh | 
be Baptiſm of Infants is lawful, expedicit and. 
eceſſary. 
THE firſt Confideration is, That the Children 
f the Jews, and all that came under, Cc. 

As to the former Part of this Obſervation: there 
n be no doubt made of the Truth therein, lince 
t is o clearly laid down by GOD himſelf, in 
why 17. v. 9. God ſaid unto Abraham, Thou ſhalt 
| Covenant, thou; and, thy Seed after thee, 
7 12 Generation: E very Man Child among 
ou ſhall be circamciſed: And it ſhall be a Token 

the Covenant between me and you. And he that 
eight Days old, ſhall be circumciſed amony you, 
ery Man Child in your Generations, He that 
s born in thy Houſe, and he that is bought with 
by Money, muſt needs be circumciſed. And the 
Wi umcl ted Child ſhall not only loſe the Pro- 
iſes of this Covenant, of the Land of Canaan 
or. their Inheritance, and of GOD's being their 
"4% v. 8. but chat Soul ſhall be cut off fri his 
Peop. e. 
AND that all thoſe who were adtnitted into 
hat Covenant, by this SIGN, were oblig'd to 
he Performance of all the CONDITIONS of it, 
ps maniteſt from St. Paul: For I teſtify again, 0 
very Man that is circumciſed, that be 1s a Debtor 


9 do. the WHOLE LAIW, Gal. 5. 3. That . to 
Y> 
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w Oh tion of ; 590 ring, the Chriſtian (9 
15 deat „For, without Ba ie ob if 
Worts e the Inſtitution, or the DoArine 0 
LORD; concerning the Neceffity 0 Baptiſm, : 
e in oy 2 5 s taught. 
this very Eff ag 2, 11, 1188, 
Where, after be 11 Fo he WAY: * that th 
were l in n Chift 422 which | 
the end 555 all (Principal ity and Power, be ade 
Iz who 25 are fi eriſea, of 157 Be . 


ciſian made without ads, in putt 1 
7 Wet of a Ne a 15 17 cumc doe] 
that is ta fi \ by , 28 4 int 

4 


lows, Buried with | 2 in 29000 ny, wherein 

ye art riſen with him, through4he Faith of 1 

raliys of God, who "Path 7000 him fron he Deal... 
| lying them to Know, That thete wi 

no need for them to be peri with thas 6 

nal Ordinance to the s, fincg-Baptiſm Fi 6 2 

the New, what Citcumciſion was in the 

penſarion, "Ip 

We ſes then, that formerly Men were oblige | # 

to enter into Covenant with God; to forſake ih... 

their. Sins, to kee 5 ALL the Laws Statote 

which GOD ſhou'd at any Time give them; . 

to belieye the Promiſes of GOD, made over Muri 

then in that Covenant: For Abraham receiv ol 

the * a of Circumciſi ton, a Seal 1 the Right 7 


lf ſe of the 1 Faith, abc be Vat er dips 


nciſed. 
MOREOVER, we ſee that. infants; e 
J4b1c of knowing what this Ordinance 


ant, and at that Time of perfonally performing 
. Conditions of it, were not excluded from en- 


1 it; nay, were actually commanded io 
dergo this RITE, even upon pain of being cut 
from their People. And we ſee, and know, 
Fit Baptiſm ſucceeds Circumciſion in the Chri- 
in CHURCH ; and in what reſpects it is pa- 
Wllcl with it: Therefore we conclude this Head; 
hat Infants lawfully may, and ought indeed, to 
admitted into the Chriſtian COVENANT, un- 
ls  Chrift has given expreſs Command, or plain 
timations to the contrary. Which brings me to 
te ſecond Conſideration, viz. 
II. That not only Children: entred into Goon 
ant with God, by the aforeſaid Rite; bur alſo, 
bat it was the Practice of the Fews, to baptize 
e Proſelytes' and their Children, and then to 
co ccumciſe them; and that Grit, inſtituting Bap- 
ſm, in the room of this Cuſtom of theirs, did 
ot forbid Infants to be admitted into this new 
Economy, as they were under the Old. That 
e Fews had a Cuſtom. of receiving Proſelytes 
c their Children, that is, ſuch as being bon of 
earben Parents, embracd the Religion of the 
ewe, and ſubmitted to the keeping of the whole 
aw, (and ſo became, and were called Proſelytes of 
uſtice) nor only by Circumciſion, and by Sacri 
"8 ring the ſtanding of the Temple; bat alſo by 
oul Paptiſm, is undeniable from the Teſtimony of 
"cir Writers. For ſo ſaith the Ta/mud of Jethro, 
Moſes's Father-i in-law ; he was 2 Proſelyte by 
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in Expeticncy.:». 
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Circumciſion, and Immetſion in Water. And f 
Ceremony of Initiation, was never repeated, 
the Femiſh Writers. And it belanged not only 
thoſe; which being of Fears, came over fig 
n to the 'Fgws Religion ; 1 bat; alſo 
their Infant Children, if their Parents, and 
unſeßſus under which they were, did in behalf 
them deſire it; and on Condition, that the Chi 
dren when they came to Age, ſhou'd/not renoun 
the Jem Religion. Nay, the Jeu themſe i e 
were baptized ; So ſaith the Talnud, Tr. 
The I/raclites do not enter into Covenant, but 
theſe three Things, Circumciſion, and Baptiſm, a 
Peacœ offering; and the Proſely tes Iikewiſe: 
Dr. Ligbfoot in Annot. Mat. 3. 
This is farther apparent, fora ſmuch as the Fa 
were not ſurpriz'd at John's Baptiſin, but. gan 
from all Regions to be baptized of him. But 
aue from thence, that the Children of Chriſtii 
are not to be baptized; becauſe the Children 
Proſelytes, born after their Parents Converli 
wete not baptized, is childiſh; for thoſe e 
then the Children of cut, and fo were e 


cumciſed. iin | EI IO Rs 
No fince Chriſt took Baptiſm from this Pi 
Fice of the Feros, (which is unqueſtionable 
learned Writers) if he intended ſuch a Change 
be made herein, as that Children ſhou'd not 
admitted into his Religion, as they were into th 
Fewiſh 4. he wou'd, one might reaſonable thin 
have forbidden it, which we do not find age 
where; that he has done: But there is not WP" 4 
leaft Hint of it. Conſequently the Baptiſm of at: 
fants, according to the Practice of our Chu 


is lawful. And it is contrary to the Nen a 
| F 20; 


an Neceſſity of Infunt-Bagt ifm. 85 
len; contrary: to our Chriſtian Obligations of 
romoting, as far as in us lies, the Eternal Inte- 
ſt of the Souls of all Perſons; unbecoming the 
enderneſs of a Parents, to exclude Children, by 
ny ing to them this Sacrament, from a Fœderal 
ight, of obtaining the invaluable Bleſſings, pur- 
haſed by the moſt precious Blood of ChMiſt, from 
hich he himſelf has not excluded them. For 
id G00 in very Deed; admit the Children of 
ae Zeros into Covenant with him, and to a Right 
f the Partnerſhip in the Promiſes, made over 
gerein; and, will he exclude. the Children of 
hriftians from equal Favours; from a covenan- 
2d Right to the Chriſtian Promiſes aud Inheri- 
ance, of i which,- that under the Law, was but a 
ype? No, certainly, that be far from the Righ- 
Du LORDao:do: : ni ens 
AND will not the ſame collateral Reafons hold 
good now, in regard of Chriſtians. Children be- 
ng initiated into the Number of GOD's People; 
they did of the cue; namely, That they might 
de brought up in the Worſhip" of the true GOD; 
e taught from their Infancy to abhor Idbls; that 
bey might know the Laws and Statutes, and 
adgments of the LORD; and be train'd up in 
n early Piety? Moſt ſurely they will. Let us 
pals on then to the third Confideration, which 

8, | 
III. That Chriſt has given us very good Intima: 
"ons, that Children may be baptized, and. ſo en- 
eer into Covenant with GOD. Of this, the Text 
tis an expreſs Demonſtration: For the ems brought 
unto Chriſt, Infants, 2d gin, that he would touch 
mem, bat when the A ſaw it, they * 
* them: 


S ee aw j nets. Kxpediency : 
them : Bat Jeſus calteitrbem unto bim, und ſail 
Suffer little Children to cone amo me, anid Jorindfh | 
them apt, for of ſuch is the Kingdoin of Gu. V 
rily I Jay unto you, whoſoever ſhall not recerve ti 
Kingdom of God, as a little Gill, ſball in no u: 
enter therein, From hence it is. manifeſt, I 
helpleſs Infants may be receiv'd into the Kingdod 
of God; and that none, however deep arid hut 
ble their Repentance be; however. giaat th 
Knowlege, and miraculous their Faith; are benals 

ualify'd than they to enter therein. But by: th 

ingdom of God, throughout the Goſpels, is g 
rerally underſtood, the Kingdom of the Maffar 
or that State under ri, which is a Reſemblas 
of that which is above in Heaven, and in the in 
mediate Preſence of Gd. And being the Way it 
it, is called by that Name: Thus particularly 
taken, Mark 1. 15. The Kingdom of Gad in d 
Hand. Sd 12. 34. Not far from tbe Kingdom 
God. And Luke 16. 9, 11. The Kingdom of Gul 
it come nigh you; the Kingdom of God is come wp 

on you, v. 11, 20. So Mar. 12. 28, 21, 43. Matt 

15. 43. Luke 23, Fi. 4, 43- 9, 62. by which 
meant the Goſpel State. Add then to this, whit 

our Saviour ſays to Nicademuc, in the third Chap 
ter of St. John, with that eatneſt Affirmation, Is 
rily, verity, I ſay unto thee, excepe a Man be ln 
again, of Water and the Spirit, he cannot enter in 
_—_ Kingdom: of God. G 3637 wa 

From theſe Paſlages it appears, That by 
Kingdom of God, is * Kingdom of til 

Meſſtar, or the Society of Chriſtians; and 'thit 

the Way, the only Way of admitting —_— 
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is by Baptiſm : And therefore it muſts needs 
ow, that Infants may lawfully be bapriz'd. 
THIS much is manifeſt, previous to the laſtitu- 
: Let us now come to that, and we ſhall find 
adren be within the Commiſſion given to the 
cles; Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, 
e lising them in the Name of the Father, the Son, 
oy 1s Holy Ghoft, Mat. 28. 19. But there never 
nals 2 Nation without Infants and Children, as 
a! 25 Men and Women it: They therefore, In- 
, mult be comprebended within that Com- 
bon. To this it is ſaid, That Teaching muſt 
anaWcfſarily preceed Biptiſm, and therefore Chil- 
in muſt be excluded the Grant, till fuch Time 
bey become capable to be taught, But that 
be enſwerd, by conſidering only the origi- 
Word, paviſſwonre,, which properly fignifies, 
to Teach, but to make Diſciples, which may 
done by baptizing them. And this Senſe ſeems 
t agteeable, ſince Teaching follows after, in 
lait Verſe, reaching them to obſerve all Things, 
ſecver I have commanded you. That Teach- 
or Inſtruttion muſt neceſſarily preceed Bap- 
„ becauſe it is here plac'd before it, is no 
82 Conſequence, than, That Repentance muſt 
tefore Faith, becauſe tis ſaid, repent and be- 
the Goſpel. | | 
caching or inſtrutting Perſons in the Princi- 
of Religion, ought to preceed Baptiſm, with 
Xt to the Adult; but that is not neceſſaty to 
5 Qualifications: So that probably, the Lord 
ht have regard of the former, under the firſt 
ing, and both the latter and former under 


laſt, And it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
ES: the 


of Infants being comprehended within the 
becauſe none among the Fes, of what Age 


ver, were excluded that Covenant. And fince 
Gentile is ingrafted, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, | 
1I, 19. upon the ſame Stock together with 
Fews ; ſo conſequently the Children of the 
tiles, as well as the Children of the Jett, 
to be grafted in. And that the Apoſtles did 4 
ally ſo take our blefled Saviour's Words, | 


That Infants were to enter into Covenant with 
and be baptized, will appear from the next He 


IV. That Infant-Baptiſm has been rhe Dod 


and Practice of the Church, from the Ape 


Times to this very Day. That the Apoſile 


baptize Children is very probable; foraſmuc 
Whole Families are ſaid to be baptized by f 


and "ris likely there were Infants in ſome of i 


as Ads 16. 15. Lydia and her Houſe, Sly 
Gaolar was baptized, g oi avrs nales, and al 
which may well fignify his Children. I ü 
God, ſays St. Paul, I baptized none of you, 
Criſpus and Gaius. I baptized alſo the Hoi 


of Stephanus, x Cor. 1, 14. 


No fince the great Apoſtle is ſo particuls 


naming the Perſons baptized by him; tisd 


ble he wou'd have excepted the Infants, hit 


not baptized them, or intended that they 1M 


not, by this Sacrament, be receiv'd into 
Church: But we have not one Word of this. 
whether there were any Infants in thoſe Fam 
baptized by the Apoſtles, is not very mals 
becauſe if they were, they baptized them, 
leaſt they might, and ought to have ba 


— 
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the Apoſtles wou'd take the Words in the & 


/ 


e 
ildren then being comprized under the Name 
1e 9 Houſholds and Families, as well as others 
re, in all Reaſon of Suppofition, however 
\ge ight have been, baptized by the Apoſtles. 

ſinee But to put the Point beyond all doubt, we 
ks, Med but add, what St. Paul ſpeaks upon a Caſe, 
vith Which then frequently happen d, Whether a Be- 
he (ver might live in a married State with an Infi- 
os, l, x Cor. 7. 14. which the Apoſtle determines 
id the Affirmative; from the Precepts of Chriſt, 
ds d from the Advantage which might ariſe from 
ich e Converſion of the Infidel to Chriſtianity, by 
Heide Believer; and upon this Account it is, that 
Do our Children are holy, and nbt unclean; elſe 


| : A . 
/, TITE Dapper 


Apo ere your Children unclean, but now are they 
lle poly. By the Words unclean and holy, d xabaplæ, 


«iz, in the Scripture Senſe, is ſigniſied indevo- 


uc 

%%% devoted to GOD, Heathens and Chriſtians: 
he Meaning then of the Words, will be this, 
hat upon the Preſumption of the Chriſtians in- 


lilling Orthodox Faith into the Infidel, by living 
ith them, is grounded the Practice of the 
hurch in admitting the Children of Chriſtians 
0 Baptiſm, before they can come to Knowledge; 
decauſe by living with Chriſtian Parents, they 
vill be brought up in the Faith, and kept from 
Heathen Practices; whereas the Children of Hea- 
bens, are not commonly receiv'd into the Church, 
till they come of Years to engage for themſelves. 

And that from the Apoſtles Days, this has 
deen the Doctrine and Practice of the Church is 
undeniable, 


| all 
1 
0h, 


Toul 


ular 
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| * Tidum. 
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* St. Origen ſays,” The Qhyeh has retely'd 
Tradition from the APOSTLES, to give Baptiſ 
even to little Children, Cap. 6. ad Rom. 

+ St. Ireneds tells us, That Chriſt came to fn 
all; all that ste both again, Infants and Ui 
Ones, _ Boys, and young Men, 200 old Me 

2. c. 19. 
§ St. Cyprian ſays, That it not only Leon 
good to him, but to fp whole Councel, that Infag 
_ be baptized, even before the vighih Di 

3 

\ St. Gregory Nazian&#1 àsks, What wilt th 
fay of Infants, that neither exp ritmentally kno 
the Grace of Baptiſm, nor the Loſs by want the 
of? Shall we baprize them? Yes, by all men 
if there be any Danger; for it were berter thi 
they ſhou'd be ſanctify' d, tho? they be not ten 
ble rhereof, than to 25 out of this World, wit | 
out the Seal and Badge of their Iniriatioh f 
the Chriſtian Charch. 

** Sr. Hierom aſſerts the Baptiſm of Lofon 
and cites Sr. Gprian, That if the greateſt Sinhel 


= 
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* Eeclefia ab Apoſtofs Tradirionem accepir, etiam park 
dare Baptiſmum, Lib. 6. c. 6. ad Rom. 

f Omnes enim venit, Vir Chriitus, per ſemet iptum ſalvan, 
omnes inquam per eum renaſcuntur in Deum, Infantes, 3 
Paryulos, & Pueros, & Jnvenes, & Seniores, Lib. 2. c. 3. 

Non folum fidi, ſed etiam integro Concilio, viſum cke jan 
vulos baptizari poſſe, etiam ante gftavum Diem, Lib. 3. a 


|| Ti 42 ay dress ; a? T@y £TIWNTION, VC. Greys 
Naas 
* Lib, 3. contra Pelagianos, p. 659. Froben, Ed. 
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* ant Neceffty of Infune-Baptifmn. f 
Pil e not after their true Faith, forbidden Baptimm; 
PUig Ow much lefs ſhould an Infant, who is born on- 
Try in Original Sin. 4 | 
Uh St. Auſtin ſays, the Cuſtom of the Mother 
M. burch, is by no means to be contemned in bap- 
"*Wizing Infants, nor to be thought ſuperfluous, 
Wh ut to be held as an Apoftolical Tradition. 
| Conſuerudo Matris Eccleſia in Baptizandis par- 
Dj als, nequaguem ſpernanda eft, nec ullo modo ſu- 
erflua reputands, nec omnino credenda niſi Apo- 
ala eſſet . Lib. 10. de Gen. Cap. 23. 
Weem Csp. 11. p. 146. Ep. x48. Lib. 4. de Baptiſ- 
no, c. 24. Ep. ad Marc de Bapt. parvulorum. 
AS from à. Babe new born, to old Age, none 
to be forbidden Baptiſm; ſo no one but dies to 
Win therein, but little Ones only to Original, Bafid. 
Prat. Exhort. ad Bgpt. Chryſ. Hom. t. ad Neoph- 
lem. Lib. 1. 6 Of nftit. 4 1 c. 15. Concilium 
erundenſe, Can. 5. Conc. 2. Bracanenſe, Can. 7 
The Milevitan Council fays, Whoſover ſhall de- 
y Baptiſm to Children, even as ſoon as they are 
dorn, (in Caſe of Extremity) let him be accurſed. 
ad the Error of the Anabaptiſis, is condemned 
In the 3 of the Proteſtant Confeſſions, 
. 13. Cap. 1 
St. Auſtin's Rule may not be here awviſs, That 
ah hatſoever is obſerved Uniformly in all Churches, 
3, 
1 


and no Man can tell when it begun, nor was in- 
ſtituted by any Conneil, muſt be held to have 
ry from the Tradition of the Apoſtles, Aug: 

Ko de Bapt. Inf. 
will Tow come to thy fifth Confideration, 


I; | F 4 V. 
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Children are born in Original Sin, with 2 Prc 


World, their own corrupt Natures, and evil H 


men, and the little Ones, and all zo enter in 


— 
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V. That the Reaſon and Neceſſity of the Thig r! 


it ſelf, doth highly plead for Infant Baptiſa 


penſity or Bent towards what is evil, exerting i 
felf as they grow in Stature and Lears. And 
this was the P/almift's Complaint, Bebold I mn 

orn in Iniguity, and in Sin bath my Mother can 
cerved me, Pſa. 5 1. 5. And we arg by. Birth th 
Children of Wrath, even as others, Eph. 2. 3. No 
where ſhall we find a Remedy for this?. 
where but by Baptiſm. For thereby we are tun 
ed from Darkneſs to Light; from the Power 
Satan unto GOD ; thereby our Natures are ſanfh 
fied, and we regenerated, and are made the Chil 
dren of the molt High, and obtain the Divine Al 
and Protection. Great Reaſon is there for Infan 
to be thus early put under the ſpecial. Care d 
GOD, before the Devil, the Enticements of th 


; 


bits, haye taken to deep Root in them: And b 
ing thus bound to ſerve and praiſe the Lord, the 
wou'd with the greater Courage, reſiſt and fight 
againſt all Temptations. This ſeems to be tk 
Reaſon, why Moſes called the Men, and the Wo 


Covenant with the Lord their God, Deut. 29. 11 
Leſt there ſhou'd be among you any Man, Ws 
man or Family, or Tribe, whoſe Heart turnett 
away from the Lord our God, to ſerve the God! 
of the Nations, leſt there ſhou'd be among you, 
2 Root that beareth Gall or Worm- wood. 
AND, -moreover, the Promiſes that were made 
to Abraham, were likewiſe to his Seed after him 
But now the Promiſe was not given to Abrahan, 
. | dl 


in 


Children. And ſo St. Pau! ſays, Know ye 
berefore, that they that are of Faith, are the Chil- 


r his Seed ares the Law, but through the 
Richteouſneſs of Faith, ar be was the Father of 
tbe Faithful, | Rom, 4. 13. And therefore 
hriſtians may truly in that Senſe be ſaid to be 


enof Abraham, Gal. 3, 7. And he is faid to 


e the Father of all them that believe. _ :: 
SINCE therefore the Children of Abraban 


Wrere to enter into Covenant with GOD, Gen. 


7. 7. and to partake of the Promiſes made over 


10 herein: So likewiſe now ought Children to en- 


er into Covenant with GOD, and become the 
hildren of Abraham through the Righteouſneſs 


Af Faith, and be made Partakers in more precious 


Promiſes. What is farther yet conſiderable, is, 
bat there is 2 Neceſſity of the Thing it ſelf. The 

eceſſity of Baptiſm to Salvation, when ĩt may 
egularly be obtained, I have proved already, vid. 
he farſt Sermon. | * * 061: 

IT is the ordinary way. which Chriſt has ap- 
pointed to arrive at his Kingdom, and eternal 
Bliſs. And if ſo, then to exclude Children from 
bis Sacrament, when they may have it, is to de- 
them the ordinary or general Means of, and 

ay to Salvation, which none ſure wou'd wil- 
fully do. And to imagine, that Chriſt has de- 


barred them, is to think, that GOD hath dealt 


leſs tenderly by them, than by the Children of 

the Fetos. , | 
VI. THEIR Objections, when duly weighed, 
will not over.ballance, but rather be found very 
defective, and comparatively light. The chief 
of them are theſe : They ſay, there is no * 
Com- 
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Command in Scripture to Baptize Infants, as the 
was.to: Cirrumeife them. And ſo they way! 
not only: enerrate our Argument drawn fre 
thener,\ but dem the:Legality'of this Pram? 
But this Rephy, and ObjeQtion will not now held 

For, Frs, Out Argument does nor run ſd 

ſalutely, as if we meant, that there was an il 


diſpenfible Neceſfiry: for [Infants to de Baptizcliſ” 


becauſe the Jewiſh Children were to be Ciro 
cifed. No, we argue, Thit there is no more lt” 
ity in the ons thun in the other, Cc. M 

Thb there Ig nd ſuch exprefs Comma 
for the Baptifm of Infants,” yet it does not ic 
thence ſcilow, either that ir is unlawful, or th 
there is nat an inmptitite Command for it. The 
be many things which all Sectaries practice, wi 
relation to Divine Worlhip, tho? there be no oil 


Command for em. I inſtance only in d 
of the Fowiſh, and keeping holy d 


Chriſtian Sabbath, which none among them ſen 
e at. And tho we ſould ſuppoſe the BA? 
of INFANTS/net commanded in he 
Seripture, yer if it be not forbidden, tis lawfy 
But that there is an Implicite Command for Bi 
tizing Infants, has been already prov'd from ol 


Saviours-DoQtrine, and Words of Inftiration, au. 


as the beſt Interpretation of that, from A poſte 
cal and and Univerſal Practice. 

IHE object yet farther, That the Qualify” 
tions — of thoſe who come to BAPTISM 
are FAITH, REPENTANCE, and an 25 11 
ment to FERFORM the CHRISTIAN COVE 
NANT, of which Infants are uncapable. Bul 
if the want of THESE be ſuch impediments “ 


g 
5 
* 


o debat Infants now from entring into Covenant 
vitb GOD, chen likewiſe wou'd it the Children 
of the Fews z but it did not debar them, ſo 
eder will it che CHILDREN of Chriſtians, 
10 3 BAPTISM was inſtituted for different ENDS, and 
afancs are in a capacity of zuſwering ſome, if 
all of them. Our Hoſe Saviour we know 


Tz 
1 


ol Baptized with priſm, which was 

an - wh the the Reviſion of Fine, th be had EE 1 

be remitted. | 
Taler Re e, and perſonal Engage. 


of ating holy Life, ate neceſſary Wa- 
rations to Perſons je New up: But INFANTS: 
ave that which ſupplies, and is better than the 
wo fottmer, and that is, INNOCENCE, ſweet 
WNNOCENCE, as great as their Na tures will 
How of, a Freedom from actual Sin; and there- 
dre they are the more fit to receive the good Spi · 
it of Chriſt, to purify them from the N 
hs of the firſt Adam; to improve them daily, as 
hey increaſe in Statute, in Holineſs of Life and 
onverſation. | 
AND tho' they cannot Perſonally engage to 
perform the Conditions of Admittance into the 
ovenant of GRACE, yet this may be done for 
hem by others. Which was the laſt Confidera- 
ion, viz. | 
LASTLY, That the Debs which is in Is- 
ants, is ſupply'd by their God-fathers and God- 
others undertaking in their Names. The Wills 
o Children are by the LAWS of Nature, Nations, 
nd of GOD, at the Diſpoſal of their Parents; 
0 that they may tranſa& in their behalf, and rye 


hem to the Performance of ſuch and ſuch things, 
which 


au Neceſfity of Infunt-Baptiſm- 75 * 


which they are bound thereby to do, as they 
havę Ability, and ſpring up in ears; eſpecially 
in Matters which are of Advantage to them. 
ad this Power of Parents: may be made over to 
others; whom they: ſhall Requeſt for that Pur. 
paſe, (whom ws piouſly call God-fathers and 
 -God-mothers) according to the ancient Cuſtom of 
the Church. And that none may think this-unwar- 
- raptable, they may be pleaſed to obſerve, that ſuch 
there have been all along in the Church, as clear- 
ly-appears from the frequent mention of cure 
ard in the Greek Fathers; and Sponſores, 
Su ſaeptorer, and Fide. juſſores, in the Latin eſpeci: 
ally Tertulliang. * 1 
NOW, tho Children cannot Perſonally un 
dertake to perform the Chriſtian Covenant; yet 


fince others may, and do undertake in their 
Names, they may truly be ſaid to Anſwer by 
them, and are bound, when themſelves come. of 
Age, actually to perform ir, if ever they expett 
any Bleflings on GOD's Part, and not to be 
eternally miſerable. Thus they undertake, by 
their-Surcties ' ſpeaking for them, to Renounc: 
the Devil, Cc. To believe, Cc. To keep GOD) 
I St. AUSTIN ſays, The Church fitteth to 
them the Feer, the Heart, the Tongue of other, 


* 


—— 


82 08 — —"— 
— 


* Accommodat illis Mater Eccleſia aliorum Pedes ut veniant; 
aliorum Cor ut eredant; aliorum Linguam, ut fateantur, ul 
quoniam quod ægri ſunt, alio peccante prægravantur, ſic ut 
- ani ſiant alio confitente ſalventur. St. Auſt, Serm. 


r 


T ſome have raiſed a Queſtion, How can 
any Perſon undertake for others, that they ſhow'd 


perform theſe Conditions, eſpecially when {6 
few really do it? But to this it may be anfwer- 


ed, That they underrake in the Child's Name, 
not abſolutely, but either that he perform it, 
or forfeit the Benefits which Chriſt has put- 
chaſed for US, 


WE conclude then, That the Baptiſm of young 


as moſt agreeable with 
. 27 | 


LET me now entreat thoſe who thus under- 
take in the Child's behalf, and their own Parents, 


whoſe more immediate Duty it is, and Concern; 
to ſee that their Children be Virtuouſly and Religi- 
giouſly brought up in the Far of GOD, and Nur- 


ture of the Lord; that they be taught as ſoon as 


they be able to learn, the PRINCIPLES of their 


Religion, and what a ſolemn Vow and Covenant 


they have here made; and let em call upon them 
to frequent the publick Worſhip 
Serve, and Pray unto him daily, as the Author 
and Giver of all good Things. Let em diſcou- 
rage them in all manner of Wickedneſs, aud all 


Appearance of it, eſpecially thoſe Vices to which 
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am Neceſſity of Infant. Baptiſm 75 
to come, believe, and confeſs. + And td the 
* Juſtin Martyr, Reſp. ad Om 


and are made over here in this 
Covenant. 1 8 N 


Children is any wiſe to be retained in the Church. 
che Inſtitution of Chriſt. | 


of GOD, to 
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1 L moſt prons; à5 Sweating, Curlingy 
| ey, 1 Malice, and Difobadk 
i as let chem cheriſh them inithg 
W Fraftics of Ving, in Prayer, in Submiſſon in 
= Peaccableneſs;, Meckngſs, and Gentleneſs, Ws 
As knowing the wiſe King's Maxim, Trajf 
#þ.4 Child in the Way that be ſpball ge, and 
"when be is old he will not depart from it. 


Then they ma „and expect Comfort from 
Fs may hope, pect 


"AND let us all endeavour our ſelves to pe- 
5755 our Chriſtian Covenant, as we are bound 


oer us 1 GOD hearty Thanks, for calling 
us to this happy State of Salvation; and let us 
pray unto him to give us his Grace to continue 
therein to the end of our Lives, ſerving him ip 
our own Perſonal RIGHTEOUSNESS, ALL 
OUR DAYS. 
This, good Lord, we beſeech thee to grant 
For — Chriſt's ſake, that being dedicated. tg: 
thee, we may ſerve and pleaſe thee by Newnels 
of Life, bar wy in all thy Commandments 
blameleſs, to the End of our Days. Amen. 
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